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Hygeia, for the … of Tiberius Caesar, son of deified Augustus …”)23. The frieze of the Capitol at 
Thugga (modern Douga in Tunisia) bears a dedication to the Triad for the wellbeing (pro salute) of 
the emperors Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus24. In the Roman East, one of the most substantial 
concentrations of similar building inscriptions is found in Gerasa (modern Jerash in Jordan), where 
dedications were made for various emperors25.

23 IG II2, 3181. For a discussion, see Melfi 2007, p. 371-374.
24 CIL VIII, 15513.
25 Welles 1938, p. 380, no. 11, p. 383-384, no. 17, p. 406, no. 68, p. 406-407, no. 69. 

Fig. 5. Doric architrave with an effaced inscription mentioning a Roman emperor. Photo by Christof Schuler.

Fig. 6. Doric architrave with an effaced inscription mentioning a Roman emperor (detail). Photo by Christof Schuler.
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This brief overview suggests that the Histrian inscription is incomplete: it is too short to 
accommodate the imperial titles together with the names of the god or gods worshipped in the 
temple, and of the founder, whether the Council and Assembly or a private donor. The inscription 
must have extended across at least three blocks. Based on the letters still partially visible, I propose 
the following minimal edition:

– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – | – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – | ὑπ̣ὲ ρ̣ ̣ τῆ̣ς̣ ̣ το̣ῦ [Α]ὐτ̣οκ̣ράτορο̣ς – – –Σ ̣
– – – – – – – – – – – – – – – | – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – | – – –Τ–̣ –Π [̣– – – – – – – – – –Κ– – –]
             – – – – – –                           – – – – – – – –                                   – – – – – –

 
The architrave must have included at least one additional anepigraphic block to the right 

and, symmetrically, another to the left. Such an arrangement could point to a hexastyle peripteral 
building26. If the temple “X” was rebuilt and the architrave block was reused in the same edifice, 
yet another scenario might be considered: a distyle temple in antis enlarged in the Roman period 
and surrounded by a peristasis27. Histria’s monumentality in the 2nd century AD cannot be fully 
appreciated, yet it should not be underestimated28.
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P. FRONTINIUS DECORATUS, MANCEPS FERRARIARUM 

CONSTANTIN C. PETOLESCU*, FLORIAN MATEI-POPESCU**

Keywords: Noricum, Raetia, Dacia, manceps ferrariarum, conductores ferrariarum, P. Frontinius 
Decoratus
 
Abstract: A short commentary on the life and activity of P. Frontinius Decoratus, manceps ferrariarum 
in the provinces of Noricum, Raetia and Dacia, is presented here. Some questions regarding the exact 
meaning of his position are also raised, as well as the business relationship with the attested conductores  
from the provinces, especially with the one from Dacia. It thus seems that during the Severan dynasty, 
he leased the tax revenues owed to the state from iron mining (vectigal), while the conductores oversaw 
the actual exploitation and the production, leasing the mines in turn to the coloni. 

Cuvinte-cheie: Noricum, Raetia, Dacia, manceps ferrariarum, conductores ferrariarum, P. Frontinius 
Decoratus 
Rezumat: Un scurt comentariu asupra activității lui P. Frontinius Decoratus, manceps ferrariarum 
din provinciile Noricum, Raetia și Dacia, este publicat în acest articol. Sunt luate, de asemenea, în 
discuție natura exactă a poziției sale, precum și relațiile de afaceri cu conductores, atestați în fiecare 
provincie, mai ales în Dacia. Pare astfel că, pe timpul dinastiei severice, acesta a luat în arendă 
veniturile datorate statului din exploatările miniere (vectigal), în timp ce conductores se ocupau mai 
degrabă de exploatare și producție, arendând la rândul lor minele către coloni.

Lors des fouilles archéologiques dans le jardin de la basilique Saint-Ulrich-et-Sainte-Afre à 
Augsbourg, entre l’église mentionnée et l’église Saint-Jacques, une cuve de sarcophage a été trouvée 
en 1963 dans la tombe no 51 (dimensions : 2,12 × 0,68 × 0,83 m ; les parois du sarcophage ont  
0,14 m d’épaisseur). Sur une face, le sarcophage porte une inscription très effacée dans une tabula 
pourvue d’anses en forme de peltes, soutenue par deux Érotes nus et ailés (Fig. 1). Le champ de 
l’inscription a été martelé probablement dès l’Antiquité lors d’une réutilisation du sarcophage à la 

* Académie Roumaine / Institut d’Archéologie « Vasile Pârvan », Bucarest ; e-mail : ccpetolescu@yahoo.fr.
** Institut d’Archéologie « Vasile Pârvan », Bucarest ; e‑mail : f lorian.matei@gmail.com.
1 Pohl 1977, p. 425-427 et fig. 11 (plan et profil de la surface fouillée). Nous remercions Thibaut Castelli pour sa 
relecture et Rudolf Haensch pour les renseignements sur le sarcophage et son inscription. Un corpus des inscriptions 
d’Augsbourg serait publié par Rudolf Haensch et Ulrike Ehmig. 
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fin du IVe siècle ap. J.-C.2, quand la cuve a été couverte par un autre couvercle3, mais des traces de 
lettres étaient encore visibles. Ainsi, Hans Ulrich Nuber a publié l’inscription avec un commentaire 
sur la fonction du personnage4. En 2024, le sarcophage et l’inscription ont été republiés par Bernd 
Päffgen. Nous donnons ici sa lecture5 : 

	 D(is) M(anibus) et perpetuae securitati,
	 P(ublio) Frontinio Decorato, IIIIIIvir(o) Aug(ustali),
	 mancipi ferrariar(um) [Noric(arum) et]
	 provinciae Raetiae itemque Daciarum trium,
 5	 Iulia Sperata, s(tolata) f(emina), coniugi carissimo f(aciendum) c(uravit). 

« Aux Dieux Mânes et à la sécurité perpétuelle. À Publius Frontinius Decoratus, sévir augustal, 
fermier des mines de fer de Norique, de Rhétie et des trois Dacies. Iulia Sperata, une femme en 
robe longue, a pris le soin de faire (ceci) à son très cher époux ».

Nous avons ainsi affaire à un riche affranchi (il pourrait avoir aussi une origine pérégrine, 
celtique, ayant un pseudo nomen gentile6) originaire probablement d’Augusta Vindelicorum 
(municipium Aelium Augustum) ; il était un entrepreneur qui avait affermé l’impôt sur les revenus 
(vectigal ferrariarum) des mines de fer de Norique (?), de la province de Rhétie et des trois 

2 Nuber 1977, p. 254-255, no 11 et pl. 77, nos 1a-c ; Koch, Sichtermann 1982, p. 304 ; Bakker 1985 ; Spieß 1988, p. 291, 
no 4, fig. 20-22. Voir aussi Pohl 1977, en précisant que les sarcophages à inscription doivent faire partie d’un monument 
funéraire de IIIe siècle ap. J.-C. et après au IVe siècle ils sont réutilisés pour des tombes d’inhumation. La cuve est du 
même type (Truhensarkophags) et du même atelier que les nos 7 (Nuber 1977, p. 245-246, l’« Afra-Sarkophag »), 8 
(Nuber 1977, p. 246-247, le sarcophage de Tettia Gemina, le « Sintpert-Sarkophag », EDCS 32300391), 9 (Nuber 1977, 
p. 247-252, le sarcophage de Petronia Postuma) et 10 (Nuber 1977, p. 252-254, le sarcophage de Camp(ania) Faustina, 
AÉ 2011, 850 = EDCS 32300392). Pour le type, voir Rodenwaldt 1942, en signalant une voie de pénétration nord-italique 
et gauloise, mais avec une origine micrasiatique et une diffusion à Rome même, et la discussion chez Nuber 1977,  
p. 229-230 ; Koch, Sichtermann 1982, p. 303 ; Bakker 1985, p. 206. 
3 Nuber 1977, p. 256-257, no 12.
4 Nuber 1985 (photo) ; EDCS 32300394 ; HD063776 (photo) ; lupa.at/6483 (photo) ; https://sempub.ub.uni-heidelberg.
de/ria/inschrift/HD063776 (photo). Le sarcophage se trouve maintenant dans les collections du Musée Romain 
d’Augsbourg (no inv. Lap. 396). 
5 Päffgen 2024, p. 9 (photo). 
6 Päffgen 2024, p. 11. 

Fig. 1. L’inscription mentionnant P. Frontinius Decoratus.
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provinces de Dacie7. L’indication Daciae tres (au génitif : Daciarum trium) représente un important 
repère chronologique : la réorganisation administrative des trois provinces de Dacie par l’empereur 
Marc Aurèle date de 168 ap. J.-C.8

Manceps n’est pas utilisé aussi souvent que conductor9. En suivant la définition de Festus, 
manceps est le terme générique pour décrire la personne qui prenait à ferme auprès du peuple 
romain (l’État romain) lors d’un contrat public10. Les tâches exactes des mancipes ne sont pas 
bien connues11, mais on peut supposer qu’ils affermaient l’impôt sur les exploitations des mines 
de fer (vectigal ferrariarum, qui était un publicum, un revenu de l’État) à grande échelle12. En 
même temps, les conductores, qui sont mieux attestés, et qui sont actifs de manière prépondérante 
dans les domaines du souverain13, affermaient les mines de fer à l’échelle provinciale pour les 
exploiter par des intermédiaires (coloni). On ne peut pas être sûr que l’activité était subordonnée 
à un procurator ferrariarum, ayant son siège à Lyon, comme l’a supposé Alfred Michael Hirt14, 
mais les arguments sont assez solides en faveur de cette hypothèse. 

En tout cas, en tant qu’affranchi, le statut de sa femme, stolata femina15, qui peut aussi indiquer 
une origine dans une famille équestre16, montre que Decoratus aurait été un grand homme d’affaires 
durant la période sévérienne17, qui gagnait de l’argent à une échelle plus grande que la province. 
On ne doit pas oublier que l’affermage à grande échelle pour les mines de fer est déjà attesté dans 

7 Nuber 1985, p. 130  : « Er war manceps ferrariarum, d. h. Großpächter von Ertragsabgaben (vectigalia) aus 
Eisenbergwerken, u. a. der Provinz Rätien, sowie der drei dakischen Provinzen ». On sait que les terrains agricoles 
d’ager publicus étaient affermés par des mancipes qui sont originaires de ces provinces, Rostowzew 1902, p. 430 : « ist 
der Mancipat Großpacht und die mancipes pachten mehrere Complexe zu gleicher Zeit, daher die Tatsache, daß sie zur 
Bevolkerung der Provinz gehören ». 
8 Petolescu 1987 ; Piso 1993, p. 82-93. 
9 Pour les attestations épigraphiques voir Ørsted 1985, p. 98-118. Pour les conductores ferrariarum attestés dans les 
provinces danubiennes voir Wollmann 1996, p. 31-33 ; Hirt 2010, p. 236-245, 284-288 ; Hirt 2012, p. 198-199. 
10 Festus, p. 137 : Manceps dicitur, qui quid a populo emit conducitve, quia manu sublata significat se auctorem 
emptionis esse: qui idem praes dicitur, quia tam debet praestare populo, quod promisit, quam is, qui pro eo praes 
factus est ; voir Ørsted 1985, p. 74-77 et 81 (« The term manceps was used in the law only to mean buyer. The verbs 
were emere, corresponding to vendere ») ; Mateo 1999, p. 29-31. Voir aussi les observations de Rostowzew 1902,  
p. 378, sur le changement dans le vocabulaire de l’affermage des emptio–venditio du droit public aux locatio–conductio 
du droit privé.  
11 Ørsted 1985, p. 101 (CIL VI, 8455 ; CIL XIV, 3642), pour les émissions monétaires, où il semble qu’un manceps a 
affermé ensuite à cinq conductores : « This can only mean that the manceps in this case dealt with a considerable 
business, 5 workshops for copper and one for silver coins, and that each of them was directed by a conductor ». 
12 Nous ne sommes pas d’accord avec Päffgen 2024, p. 11, qui affirme que : « Er war manceps ferrariarum provinciae, 
d.h. Pächter des Eisenenerz-Bergbaus in mehreren Provinzen ». Il nous semble que Frontinius a affermé le revenu, le 
vectigal, et non l’exploitation. 
13 Rostowzew 1902, p. 434 : « Die Publicanen, die auf den Staatsgütern zur Zeit der Republik die Pächtergefälle 
eintrieben, werden zu den mancipes der Staatsgüter und den conductores der Kaiserdömanen ».  
14 Hirt 2012, en se fondant sur deux inscriptions, une de Lyon (CIL XIII, 1797 = CGLBI 27) et l’autre d’Abbir Cella, 
dans la province d’Afrique (CIL VIII, 23948). 
15 Wedenig 1997, p. 311 ; Päffgen 2024, p. 11. Elle a également été enterrée sur place, mais seul le couvercle de son 
supposé sarcophage a été découvert (Nuber 1977, p. 256-259, no 12, fig. 7, pl. 78-79 ; Päffgen 2024, p. 7-8, fig. 1-2). 
Pour la stolata femina et matrona stolata dans l’épigraphie romaine voir Holtheide 1980 et Álvarez Melero 2017.
16 Holtheide 1980, p. 128-129 ; Álvarez Melero 2017, p. 65-67. 
17 La même datation a également été suggérée en raison des particularités stylistiques du sarcophage, voir Päffgen 
2024, p. 9, avec la bibliographie antérieure.  
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la seconde moitié du IIe siècle ap. J.-C.18. Ainsi, on connait l’activité de Q. Septueius Clemens, 
conductor ferrariarum Noricarum, Pannoniarum, Dalmaticarum19, lorsque son frère, Q. Septueius 
Valens, était procurator ferrariarum, avec deux autres procuratores, Ti. Claudius Heracla et Cn. 
Octavius Secundus. Tous les trois représentaient l’intérêt de l’État20.  

Dans plusieurs inscriptions, les conductores ferrariarum Noricarum sont bien attestés21. Dans 
une autre, un conductor ferrariarum Pannoniarum itemque provinciarum transmarinarum fait 
son apparition22. Cette inscription prouve qu’il n’y avait pas une règle de proximité, mais on 
pouvait prendre à ferme les revenus des mines dans une région assez éloignée (à vrai dire, on ne 
sait pas ce que signifie provinciae transmarinae, mais c’est sûr qu’elles n’étaient pas voisines des 
provinces pannoniennes).   

Les ferrariae de la Dacie sont connues par une inscription trouvée à Teliucu Inferior (dép. de 
Hunedoara), qui mentionne deux conductores lors du règne de Caracalla23, mais on ne connait pas 
directement les ferrariae de la Rhétie, hormis par l’inscription d’Augusta Vindelicorum.    

Sur les ferrariae Daciarum trium, on doit observer que nous sommes bien informés seulement 
sur les exploitations déjà mentionnées dans la région de Teliucu Inferior (dép. de Hunedoara) en 
Dacie supérieure, mais des exploitations auraient dû se trouver aussi en Dacie inférieure et en 
Dacie Porolissensis24. En prenant en compte que le sarcophage de Decoratus date de la période 
sévérienne25, on peut supposer que les conductores de Teliucu Inferior et le manceps étaient 
actifs durant la même période. D’autres conductores devaient être présents dans les autres régions 
minières de la Dacie. Ainsi on voit que le vectigal a été affermé à l’échelle extra provinciale, alors 
que l’exploitation des mines de fer a été affermée à l’échelle provinciale et régionale, si on acceptait 
que les conductores sont impliqués directement dans la production et qu’ils n’étaient pas seulement 
des intermédiaires entre les coloni, le manceps et l’État pour le vectigal.     

Le fer de la Dacie a été utilisé en premier lieu pour les besoins de l’armée. Ainsi, à Apulum fut 
mise au jour une inscription (aujourd’hui disparue), qui mentionnait les conductores armamentarii 

18 Dušanić 1977, p. 84, note 200, a proposé : « in the early second century ? », mais nous croyons que l’inscription date 
à partir du règne de Marc Aurèle. 
19 CIL III, 4809 = ILS 1477 = ILLPRON 151 : Isidi Norei(ae) / v(otum) s(olvit) l(ibens) m(erito) / pro salute / Q(uinti) 
Septuei / Clementis / con(ductoris) fer(rariarum) N(oricarum) P(annoniarum) D(almatarum) / et Ti(beri) Cl(audi) 
Heraclae / et Cn(aei) Octa(vi) Secundi / pro(curatorum) fer(rariarum) Q(uintus) Septueius / Valens pro(curator) 
ferr(ariarum) ; Dušanić 1977, p. 82, note 199. 
20 Roztowzew 1902, p. 448. 
21 Voir les attestations chez Roztowzew 1902, p. 447-448 ; Alföldy 1970, p. 169, 176-177 ; Ørsted 1985, p. 220-236, 
avec les discussions. Sur les ferrariae Noricae, voir aussi Dušanić 1977, p. 63-64, 81-82 ; Ørsted 1985, p. 211-220 ; 
Päffgen 2024, p. 11-13. 
22 AÉ 2006, 1094 (Mursa) ; Hirt 2010, p. 136. Pour les ferrariae de la Pannonie, voir Dušanić 1977, p. 64-67 ; Hirt 
2010, p. 136-139. 
23 AÉ 1909, 112 = IDR III/3, 37 : Numini / domini n(ostri) / M(arci) Aur(eli) Antonin(i) / Pii Fel(icis) Aug(usti) / C(aius) 
Gaur(ius) Gauri/anus sacerd(os) col(oniae) / Apul(ensis) et Fl(avius) Sotericus / Aug(ustalis) col(oniae) Sarm(izegetusae) 
cond(uctores) / ferrar(iarum) ; Wollmann 1996, p. 236-239 estimait qu’ils auraient aussi eu l’administration des ferrariae. 
Voir aussi Hirt 2010, p. 239, note 206. Dans l’étude de Päffgen 2024, la question des exploitations de Dacie et de la 
connexion de Decoratus avec elles n’est pas abordée.
24 Pour les mines de fer en Dacie, surtout concentrées dans le sud-ouest de la province (en Dacie supérieure), voir 
Wollmann 1996, p. 232-239.  
25 Nuber 1977, p. 233-235 ; Koch, Sichtermann 1982, p. 305.  
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(fermiers de l’approvisionnement des armes)26. En même temps, les découvertes d’objets en fer, 
utilisés dans l’agriculture27, dans les mines, dans les carrières et dans les ateliers manufacturiers28, 
sont aussi une preuve de l’utilisation du fer dans la vie économique et quotidienne de la province. 
On peut considérer que les mines de Dacie assuraient en premier lieu les besoins de la province. 
Nous n’avons aucune information sur des exportations vers les autres provinces de l’Empire. Mais 
en tenant compte qu’elles sont intégrées dans une grande ferme, avec les ferrariae de Norique 
et de Rhétie (mais probablement seulement au niveau de la taxation), on peut penser que les 
conductores auraient eu une stratégie de fonctionnement à une échelle plus grande que les provinces 
mentionnées où Decoratus avait déjà des contrats avec l’armée, par exemple.            
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The book under review, a developed version 
of the author’s PhD dissertation, deals with the 
integrated management of World Cultural Heritage 
in Romania, as the title itself states, focusing on 
the latest monument to achieve that status in 2024, 
namely the limes Dacicus1, part of the transnational, 
serial World Heritage Site: Frontiers of the Roman 
Empire2. As described on the UNESCO website: 
“The property comprises 277 component parts and 
represents the longest, most complex land border 
of a former Roman province in Europe”3. Thus, the 
Dacian limes joined the Hadrian’s and Antoninus’ 
Walls in the UK, the Lower Rhine Roman frontier 
(Netherlands and Germany), Upper German–Raetian 
Limes (Bavaria, Germany), Danube Frontier – 
western section (Germany, Austria and Slovakia). 
Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania are preparing 
the nomination file for the eastern section of the 
Danube frontier, with the support of the state parties 
of the western section. The eastern section will be 
proposed as an extension to the Danube Frontier – 
western section4. The criteria for the inclusion of 
sites follow the so‑called Koblenz Declaration of 
20245: “The Frontiers of the Roman Empire World 
Heritage Site (FRE WHS) should consist of the 
line(s) of the frontier of the height of the empire from 
Trajan to Septimius Severus (about 100‑200 AD), 
and military installations of different periods which 
are on that line. The installations include fortresses, 

1 h t t ps: //whc.u nesco.org /en / l i s t /1718 (accessed  
2 September 2025).
2 h t t p s: //whc.u ne sco.o rg /e n / l i s t /430  (a cce s sed  
2 September 2025).
3 For an overview, see also Breeze, Marcu, Cupcea 2021.
4 https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6474 (accessed 
2 September 2025).
5 Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019, p. 52.

forts, towers, the Limes road, artificial barriers 
and immediately associated civil structures”, while 
stressing that the military installations of different 
types6, from earlier or later periods, are also taken 
into consideration7. 

The selected case studies in the book are located 
on the eastern Dacian frontier8, all three being 
auxiliary forts of different sizes and shapes, thus 
raising specific challenges for their site management 
(Brețcu and Boroșneu Mare, nos. 243‑244; Comolău 
was on the UNESCO tentative list, but in the end 
it was not included among the component parts, 
since its Roman root could not be proven beyond 
reasonable doubt9). When the book was published, 
the 277 component parts were still on the indicative 
list (comprising 302 component parts in total), thus 
the conceptual framework proposed here could be 
successfully used for further development of the 
site management plan (which will be the task of the 
National Heritage Institute, working closely with 
the Romanian Limes Commission10), following 
the basic principles published on the UNESCO 
website11: “The management framework is oriented 
around three key management themes: research, 
conservation and enhancement; factors affecting 
the property; and tourism, visitor management and 
interpretation”. 

The book is divided into four chapters:  
1. Introducere (p. 11‑22); 2. Tipuri de situri romane 

6 For a short list see Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019, p. 64‑65.
7 Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019, p. 52 and 55.
8 For an overview of the research, see Popa 2020.
9 See also Popa, Bordi 2016.
10 https://www.cultura.ro/comisia‑nationala‑limes.
11 ht t ps: //whc.unesco.org /en / l is t /1718 (accessed  
2 September 2025). 

C O M P T E S  R E N D U S

Andrea Popa, Managementul integrat al patrimoniului cultural mondial în România. Studiu 
de caz: Frontiera romană în Dacia. Siturile de epocă romană de la Brețcu, Comolău și 
Boroșneu Mare [The Integrated Management of World Cultural Heritage in Romania. 
Case Study: The Roman Frontier in Dacia, The Sites at Brețcu, Comolău, and Boroșneu 
Mare], Sibiu, Astra Museum, 2023, 279 p., ISBN 978‑606‑733‑361‑9



250	 COMPTES RENDUS	 2

componente ale Limesului roman în Dacia din lista 
indicativă UNESCO. Studii de caz din arealul de 
cercetare propus (p. 23‑101); 3. Managementul 
frontierelor romane din Europa (p. 102‑137);  
4. Stakeholderii patrimoniului mondial în România 
(p. 138‑217), followed by: 5. Concluzii finale 
(p. 218‑231), 6. Lista figurilor (p. 232‑236),  
7. Bibliografie (p. 237‑243), 8. Abrevieri  
(p. 244), 9. Anexe (p. 245‑269), an English abstract 
(p. 271‑279), and Appendices, which gather the 
available information into synoptic tables. Thus, 
the author succeeds in presenting both an overview 
and an in‑depth analysis of the issues regarding 
the transnational, serial monument Frontiers of  
the Roman Empire, both at the international and 
national levels. 

As underlined, the management plan is 
mandatory for all the nomination files and it must 
be brought up to date every five years. Therefore, 
the author took a closer look at the available 
management plans for other sections of the Frontiers 
of the Roman Empire, namely Hadrian’s Wall and 
Upper German‑Raetian Limes in Bavaria, based 
on bibliography and direct contact with the people 
involved. The research is well conducted, different 
management strategies being under sharp scrutiny, 
but having always in mind the local context of the 
present‑day Romania. The book also proposes a 
self‑proclaimed “innovative four‑step approach to 
the stakeholder management system”, which could 
also be useful for further management plans on the 
Dacian frontier (see the basic principles proposed by 
the author at the p. 134 and the steps to be followed 
at the p. 144‑147), but also on the Danube Frontier, 
eastern section, which will be the next proposal of 
Romania, together with Croatia, Serbia and Bulgaria, 
an extension of the western section (Germany, 
Austria and Slovakia). 

The book also highlights the important role 
played by the Romanian Limes Commission from 
2015 onwards. The Commission provided the 
Dacian limes file with the necessary scientific 
support to meet the UNESCO nomination criteria 
(the interpretation framework, the declaration of the 
Outstanding Universal Value, and the World Heritage 
Nomination Strategy12). It now does the same for 
the Lower Danube limes, along with monitoring 
the implementation of the management plan for the 

12 Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019.

Dacian limes. To meet these goals, a National Limes 
Programme is carried out every year with financial 
support from the Romanian Ministry of Culture. 
Therefore, the Romanian Limes Commission is the 
key stakeholder, together with the three national 
museums (National Museum of the History of 
Romania, Bucharest; National Museum of the History 
of Transylvania, Cluj‑Napoca; and National Museum 
of the Eastern Carpathians, Sfântu‑Gheorghe), which 
are responsible for the different Dacian limes sectors, 
the county and local museums, the county and local 
authorities, the local communities and the private 
landowners. The book proposes an in‑depth analysis 
of the challenges and biases among these different 
stakeholders, which highly impact the sites and 
their management plans. One of the most important 
challenges for the Roman frontiers in Romania, both 
the limes Dacicus and the Lower Danube limes, is the 
possible rejection of the site nomination by the local 
community, a problem faced by the United Kingdom, 
too, in the past (p. 137). This situation, which has 
already led to tensions among the stakeholders, 
could be overcome by better communication and by 
applying an appropriate strategy. 

The archaeological and historical background 
of the three case study sites is in line with the 
available bibliography. I would only add that there 
is no definitive solution regarding the identity of the 
cavalry unit mentioned in the building inscription of 
the Boroșneul Mare Roman fort from the early 130s, 
but the reading clearly takes into consideration an 
ala Flavia13). 

To sum up, Andrea Popa’s book is a useful 
guide to the management of the transnational, 
serial World Heritage Site, the Frontiers of the 
Roman Empire, with a special focus on the limes 
Dacicus and the case studies from the eastern Dacian 
frontier. The conclusions take into consideration the 
important role played by local communities in the 
management plans and in the general policies for 
heritage preservation. 
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I N  M E M O R I A M

EUGEN NICOLAE
(19th June 1955 – 28th September 2024)

 The scientific world received with deep sadness the 
news of the premature passing of the numismatist and 
archaeologist Eugen Nicolae, a prominent representative 
of scientific research in Romania, an eminent specialist 
in Islamic numismatics (Golden Horde and Ottoman 
Empire), with interests also extending to ancient, 
Byzantine and medieval numismatics, sigillography, 
metrology, Islamic epigraphy, and the study of minor 
Islamic and medieval arts. He maintained a sustained 
passion for researching and reconstructing the beginnings 
of the medieval state of Moldavia.

A graduate of the Faculty of History of the University 
of Bucharest, Eugen Nicolae defended the first doctoral 
thesis in Romania on Islamic numismatics in 1997. At the 
beginning of his academic career, for almost two decades 
he participated in archaeological excavations at important 

Roman‑period sites in Oltenia. From 1983, as a scientific researcher, he worked steadily at the 
“Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest, where he served as head of the Numismatic 
Cabinet (2004), deputy director (2005‑2016), and director (2016‑2024). He undertook documentary 
internships in Sankt Petersburg, Lausanne, New York, Chișinău, Belgrade, Istanbul, Paris and 
Berlin. Having a remarkable editorial activity, promoting the highest standards and scientific rigour, 
he was a member of the editorial boards of the journals Buletinul Societății Numismatice Române 
(1983‑2009), Studii și Cercetări de Numismatică (1984; editor‑in‑chief from 2010), Dacia N.S. 
(2009; editor‑in‑chief from 2016), Materiale și Cercetări Arheologice S.N. (2016), Revista de 
Cercetări Arheologice și Numismatice (2015). He was also a member of the editorial boards of 
publications in the Republic of Moldova – Stratum Plus (2000), Tyragetia S.N. (2008), Revista 
Arheologică (2008) and Arheologia Preventivă în Republica Moldova (2015). Eugen Nicolae was 
coordinating editor of the Enciclopedia arheologiei şi istoriei vechi a României (Encyclopedia 
of Archaeology and Ancient History of Romania) (1984‑2000), scientific editor of 16 volumes on 
numismatics, archaeology, architectural history, the study of arts and folklore, and author of over 
100 published works. He was also a prominent member of the Romanian Numismatic Society 
(1980‑2010; president, 2008‑2010), the Numismatic Society of the Republic of Moldova (2002), 
the “Paul Gore” Genealogy, Heraldry and Archival Society, as well as an honorary member of the 
Croatian Numismatic Society (1988), and a corresponding member of the German Archaeological 
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Institute (2018). He participated in numerous national and international conferences and congresses 
on numismatics, history and archaeology, Ottoman and pre‑Ottoman studies, as well as in the 
General Assemblies of the International Numismatic Commission in 2003 (Madrid), 2009 (Glasgow), 
and 2015 (Taormina). From 2000, he initiated and co‑organised the Numismatic Symposiums in 
Chișinău, highlighted by the publication of five volumes of communications, studies and notes.  
On 7th December 2023, he was honoured by the Romanian Academy with the “Cultural Distinction” 
diploma for his productive activity in the field of archaeology.

The main research undertaken with passion over the years by the savant Eugen Nicolae made 
fundamental contributions to disputed or little‑known aspects of the history and numismatics of the 
area between the Carpathians, the Danube and the Dniester, such as the penetration of Kufic coins east 
of the Carpathians; the local coinage from Bessarabia from the period of the formation of Moldavia 
and the diffusion of pseudo‑Kufic decoration in the Romanian territories (14th‑16th centuries);  
the systematisation and dating of the coins of Sultans Bayezid II, Selim I and Süleyman I; the 
typology of the shahis (dirhams) from the end of the 16th century; the documentation of the 
only Ottoman mint north of the Danube at Mudava (Moldova Veche, Caraș‑Severin County); 
the identification of Romanian imitations and forgeries of Ottoman akçes and shahis (dirhams)  
(15th‑16th centuries); the argument for Bessarabia’s separation from the Golden Horde before 
1369 and for the location of the rule of “Prince Dimitrie” in Bessarabia within this context; the 
identification of the coat of arms of Lower Moldavia; the origin of the “Tatar zlotys” and their 
relationship with the ort of Despot Vodă; the early dating of the Asprokastron‑type coins and 
countermarks (named after Cetatea Albă); the sequence of monetary issues from Mircea the Elder; 
the confirmation of the dating of the girdles from Bistrița Monastery attributed to the Great Ban 
Barbu Craiovescu (through the deciphering of a stamp with an Ottoman inscription); the publication 
of the oldest Moldavian standard of length (16th century). 

After 1993, he recovered and used information about thousands of coins and archaeological 
pieces (including hoards) discovered in the Republic of Moldova, which were scattered on the 
antiques market or in private collections, later initiating and supporting archaeological research 
at the Roman‑period site at Pruteni. He maintained friendly relations and steady collaboration 
with Moldovan specialists east of the Prut. In 1992‑1993, he acquired and incorporated into the 
Institute’s collection the important donation of medals, coins and publications by Dominik Nicol 
(New York). His activity was also supplemented by his participation in coordinating the European 
Research Group “Monetary Discoveries” (2007‑2010), by his involvement in two important research 
programs in the field of archaeometallurgy (2005‑2010), as well as by the organization of the 
exhibition dedicated to the Centenary of the Romanian Numismatic Society in Madrid in 2003. 

From 2004, Dr Eugen Nicolae coordinated doctoral theses at the “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of 
Archaeology, on a wide range of topics, from numismatics, Roman and medieval archaeology, to art 
history – training numerous young researchers, whom he patiently guided in their scientific career. 
His distinguished personality, characterized by a cheerful and dynamic nature, inexhaustible energy, 
the ability to solve the most complicated problems and to instil courage and trust in those around 
him, his empathy and generosity, will remain alive in the memory of his colleagues and disciples.

With his passing, the world of scientific research, not only numismatics, lost an irreplaceable 
landmark.

May God rest him in peace!
Theodor Isvoranu*

* “Vasile Parvan” Institute of Archaeology of the Romanian Academy, Bucharest; e-mail: theodor.isvoranu@gmail.com.
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1993, p. 109‑135 (in collaboration with Emil Păunescu).
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Eugen Chirilă (1921‑1991), SCN 10, 1993, p. 211.
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Author or co‑author of 64 articles in EAIVR, vol. I, A‑C, Bucureşti, 1994 (Abrud, Acmonia, Ad Aquas 
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Chişinău, 1994, p. 17‑24, 32‑38, 63‑69, 105‑110.
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Un inel sigilar descoperit la Orheiul Vechi, BSNR 90‑91, 1996‑1997, p. 203‑206 (in collaboration with 
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1998
Quelques monnaies découvertes à Tropaeum Traiani, in Stephanos nomismatikos, Edith Schönert‑Geiss 
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note, Bucureşti, 2005, p. 181‑184.
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