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DACIA N.S., tome LXIX, Bucarest, 2025, p. 249‑251

The book under review, a developed version 
of the author’s PhD dissertation, deals with the 
integrated management of World Cultural Heritage 
in Romania, as the title itself states, focusing on 
the latest monument to achieve that status in 2024, 
namely the limes Dacicus1, part of the transnational, 
serial World Heritage Site: Frontiers of the Roman 
Empire2. As described on the UNESCO website: 
“The property comprises 277 component parts and 
represents the longest, most complex land border 
of a former Roman province in Europe”3. Thus, the 
Dacian limes joined the Hadrian’s and Antoninus’ 
Walls in the UK, the Lower Rhine Roman frontier 
(Netherlands and Germany), Upper German–Raetian 
Limes (Bavaria, Germany), Danube Frontier – 
western section (Germany, Austria and Slovakia). 
Croatia, Serbia, Bulgaria and Romania are preparing 
the nomination file for the eastern section of the 
Danube frontier, with the support of the state parties 
of the western section. The eastern section will be 
proposed as an extension to the Danube Frontier – 
western section4. The criteria for the inclusion of 
sites follow the so‑called Koblenz Declaration of 
20245: “The Frontiers of the Roman Empire World 
Heritage Site (FRE WHS) should consist of the 
line(s) of the frontier of the height of the empire from 
Trajan to Septimius Severus (about 100‑200 AD), 
and military installations of different periods which 
are on that line. The installations include fortresses, 

1 h t t ps: //whc.u nesco.org /en / l i s t /1718 (accessed  
2 September 2025).
2 h t t p s: //whc.u ne sco.o rg /e n / l i s t /430  (a cce s sed  
2 September 2025).
3 For an overview, see also Breeze, Marcu, Cupcea 2021.
4 https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/6474 (accessed 
2 September 2025).
5 Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019, p. 52.

forts, towers, the Limes road, artificial barriers 
and immediately associated civil structures”, while 
stressing that the military installations of different 
types6, from earlier or later periods, are also taken 
into consideration7. 

The selected case studies in the book are located 
on the eastern Dacian frontier8, all three being 
auxiliary forts of different sizes and shapes, thus 
raising specific challenges for their site management 
(Brețcu and Boroșneu Mare, nos. 243‑244; Comolău 
was on the UNESCO tentative list, but in the end 
it was not included among the component parts, 
since its Roman root could not be proven beyond 
reasonable doubt9). When the book was published, 
the 277 component parts were still on the indicative 
list (comprising 302 component parts in total), thus 
the conceptual framework proposed here could be 
successfully used for further development of the 
site management plan (which will be the task of the 
National Heritage Institute, working closely with 
the Romanian Limes Commission10), following 
the basic principles published on the UNESCO 
website11: “The management framework is oriented 
around three key management themes: research, 
conservation and enhancement; factors affecting 
the property; and tourism, visitor management and 
interpretation”. 

The book is divided into four chapters:  
1. Introducere (p. 11‑22); 2. Tipuri de situri romane 

6 For a short list see Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019, p. 64‑65.
7 Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019, p. 52 and 55.
8 For an overview of the research, see Popa 2020.
9 See also Popa, Bordi 2016.
10 https://www.cultura.ro/comisia‑nationala‑limes.
11 ht t ps: //whc.unesco.org /en / l is t /1718 (accessed  
2 September 2025). 
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componente ale Limesului roman în Dacia din lista 
indicativă UNESCO. Studii de caz din arealul de 
cercetare propus (p. 23‑101); 3. Managementul 
frontierelor romane din Europa (p. 102‑137);  
4. Stakeholderii patrimoniului mondial în România 
(p. 138‑217), followed by: 5. Concluzii finale 
(p. 218‑231), 6. Lista figurilor (p. 232‑236),  
7. Bibliografie (p. 237‑243), 8. Abrevieri  
(p. 244), 9. Anexe (p. 245‑269), an English abstract 
(p. 271‑279), and Appendices, which gather the 
available information into synoptic tables. Thus, 
the author succeeds in presenting both an overview 
and an in‑depth analysis of the issues regarding 
the transnational, serial monument Frontiers of  
the Roman Empire, both at the international and 
national levels. 

As underlined, the management plan is 
mandatory for all the nomination files and it must 
be brought up to date every five years. Therefore, 
the author took a closer look at the available 
management plans for other sections of the Frontiers 
of the Roman Empire, namely Hadrian’s Wall and 
Upper German‑Raetian Limes in Bavaria, based 
on bibliography and direct contact with the people 
involved. The research is well conducted, different 
management strategies being under sharp scrutiny, 
but having always in mind the local context of the 
present‑day Romania. The book also proposes a 
self‑proclaimed “innovative four‑step approach to 
the stakeholder management system”, which could 
also be useful for further management plans on the 
Dacian frontier (see the basic principles proposed by 
the author at the p. 134 and the steps to be followed 
at the p. 144‑147), but also on the Danube Frontier, 
eastern section, which will be the next proposal of 
Romania, together with Croatia, Serbia and Bulgaria, 
an extension of the western section (Germany, 
Austria and Slovakia). 

The book also highlights the important role 
played by the Romanian Limes Commission from 
2015 onwards. The Commission provided the 
Dacian limes file with the necessary scientific 
support to meet the UNESCO nomination criteria 
(the interpretation framework, the declaration of the 
Outstanding Universal Value, and the World Heritage 
Nomination Strategy12). It now does the same for 
the Lower Danube limes, along with monitoring 
the implementation of the management plan for the 

12 Ployer, Polak, Schmidt 2019.

Dacian limes. To meet these goals, a National Limes 
Programme is carried out every year with financial 
support from the Romanian Ministry of Culture. 
Therefore, the Romanian Limes Commission is the 
key stakeholder, together with the three national 
museums (National Museum of the History of 
Romania, Bucharest; National Museum of the History 
of Transylvania, Cluj‑Napoca; and National Museum 
of the Eastern Carpathians, Sfântu‑Gheorghe), which 
are responsible for the different Dacian limes sectors, 
the county and local museums, the county and local 
authorities, the local communities and the private 
landowners. The book proposes an in‑depth analysis 
of the challenges and biases among these different 
stakeholders, which highly impact the sites and 
their management plans. One of the most important 
challenges for the Roman frontiers in Romania, both 
the limes Dacicus and the Lower Danube limes, is the 
possible rejection of the site nomination by the local 
community, a problem faced by the United Kingdom, 
too, in the past (p. 137). This situation, which has 
already led to tensions among the stakeholders, 
could be overcome by better communication and by 
applying an appropriate strategy. 

The archaeological and historical background 
of the three case study sites is in line with the 
available bibliography. I would only add that there 
is no definitive solution regarding the identity of the 
cavalry unit mentioned in the building inscription of 
the Boroșneul Mare Roman fort from the early 130s, 
but the reading clearly takes into consideration an 
ala Flavia13). 

To sum up, Andrea Popa’s book is a useful 
guide to the management of the transnational, 
serial World Heritage Site, the Frontiers of the 
Roman Empire, with a special focus on the limes 
Dacicus and the case studies from the eastern Dacian 
frontier. The conclusions take into consideration the 
important role played by local communities in the 
management plans and in the general policies for 
heritage preservation. 
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the bibliography above.
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GRBS – Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies. Department of Classical Studies, Duke University
HD – Römische Inschriften aus Augsburg – ein digitales Sammelbuch
Histria Antiqua – Histria Antiqua. Časopis Medunarodnog Istraživačkog Centra za Arheologiju / 

Journal of the International Research Centre for Archaeology, Pula
HOMO – HOMO. Journal of Comparative Human Biology. Australasian Society for Human 

Biology, Elsevier Press (http://www.journals.elsevier.com/homo/)
Hushardzan – Hushardzan (Monument). Annual, Scientific Research Center of Historical and 

Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture of Republic of Armenia
IDR III/3 – I.I. Russu, O. Floca, V. Wollmann (eds.), Inscripțiile Daciei Romane / Inscriptiones 

Daciae Romanae, vol. III/3. Dacia Superior. Zona centrală (teritoriul dintre Ulpia Traiana, 
Micia, Apulum, Alburnus Maior, Valea Crișului), București, 1984

IDR III/5 – I. Piso (ed.), Inscriptions d’Apulum, Paris, 2001 (2 volumes)
IG – Inscriptiones Graecae, Berlin, 1903-
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IG II2 – J. Kirchner (ed.), Inscriptiones Graecae II et III: Inscriptiones Atticae Euclidis anno 
posteriores, pars I-III, 2nd edition, Berlin, 1913-1940

IGB I2 – G. Mihailov (ed.), Inscriptiones Graecae in Bulgaria repertae, vol. I. Inscriptiones orae 
Ponti Euxini, 2nd edition, Sofia, 1970

IGLR – E. Popescu, Inscripțiile grecești și latine din secolele IV–XIII descoperite în România, 
București, 1976

ILJug – A. Šašel, J. Šašel, Inscriptiones Latinae quae in Iugoslavia inter annos MCMII et MCMXL 
repertae et editae sunt, Ljubljana, 1986

ILLPRON – Inscriptionum lapidariarum Latinarum provinciae Norici usque ad annum MCMLXXXIV 
repertarum indices, 1986

ILS – H. Dessau, Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae, Berlin, I (1892), II.1 (1902), II.2 (1906),  
III (1914/1916)

IMS I – M. Mirković, S. Dušanić, Inscriptions de la Mésie supérieure, vol. I. Singidunum et le 
nord-ouest de la province, Beograd, 1976

IMS II – M. Mirković, Inscriptions de la Mésie supérieure, vol. II. Viminacium et Margum, Beograd, 
1986

IMS III/2 – P. Petrović, Inscriptions de la Mésie supérieure, vol. III/2. Timacum Minus et la vallée 
du Timok, Beograd, 1995

IMS VI – B. Dragojević Josifovska, Inscriptions de la Mésie supérieure, vol. VI. Scupi et la Région 
de Kumanovo, Beograd, 1982

ISM I – D.M. Pippidi, Inscriptiones Scythiae Minoris Graecae et Latinae, vol. I. Inscriptiones 
Histriae et viciniae, București, 1983

ISM III – A. Avram, Inscriptiones Scythiae Minoris Graecae et Latinae, vol. III. Callatis et 
territorium, București, 1999

ISM V – E. Doruțiu-Boilă, Inscriptiones Scythiae Minoris Graecae et Latinae, vol. V. Capidava, 
Troesmis, Noviodunum, București, 1980

Istros – Istros. Muzeul Brăilei „Carol I”, Brăila
IzvestijaSofia – Izvestija na Nacionalnija arheologičeski Institut, Sofia
IzvestijaVarna – Izvestija na Narodnija Muzej, Varna
JAHA – Journal of Ancient History and Archaeology. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie 

și Istoria Artei Cluj-Napoca, Universitatea Tehnică Cluj-Napoca
JAS – Journal of Archaeological Science, Elsevier
JournalBAA – Journal of the British Archaeological Association. British Archaeological Association, 

Taylor & Francis
Journal of Historical and Archaeological Research – Žurnal za istoričeski i arheologičeski 

izssledvanija / Journal of Historical and Archaeological Research. Universitetsko Izdatelstvo 
“Episcop Konstantin Preslavski”, Šumen

JÖAI – Jahreshefte des Österreichischen Archäologischen Institutes in Wien
JRA – Journal of Roman Archaeology, Cambridge University Press 
JRGZM – Jahrbuch des Römisch-Germanischen Zentralmuseums Mainz, Mainz
JRS – Journal of Roman Studies, London
Keria – Keria. Studia Graeca et Latina. Faculty of Arts, University of Ljubljana
KölnJb – Kölner Jahrbuch. Römisch-Germanisches Museum Köln, Archäologischen Gesellschaft, 

Köln
Latomus – Latomus. Revue d’études latine. Société d’Études Latines de Bruxelles
Lucida intervalla: časopis za klasične nauke – Lucida intervalla: časopis za klasične nauke. 

Univerzitet u Beogradu – Filozofski fakultet, Beograd
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MAA – Macedoniae Acta Archaeologica. Makedonsko Arheološko Naučno Društvo, Skopje
Mankind Quarterly – Mankind Quarterly, Mankind Quarterly Publishing House
Marmatia – Marmatia. Arheologie – Istorie. Muzeul Județean de Istorie și Arheologie Baia Mare
MCA – Materiale și Cercetări Arheologice. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie „Vasile 

Pârvan”, București
Medical History – Medical History. An International Journal for the History of Medicine and 

Related Sciences, Cambridge University Press
Metalla – Metalla. Deutsches Bergbau-Museum Bochum
MemAnt – Memoria Antiquitatis. Acta Musei Petrodavensis. Complexul Muzeal Național Neamț, 

Piatra-Neamţ
Mineralogy and Petrology – Mineralogy and Petrology, Springer Nature
MN – Muzeul Naţional. Muzeul Național de Istorie a României, Bucureşti
NC – The Numismatic Chronicle. Royal Numismatic Society, London
Novopazarski zbornik – Novopazarski zbornik, Novi Pazar
Numizmatičar – Numizmatičar. Narodni Muzej Beograd, Srpsko Numizmatičko Društvo, Beograd
Numizmatičke Vijesti – Numizmatičke Vijesti. Hrvatsko Numizmatičko Društvo, Zagreb
Ocnus – Ocnus. Quaderni della Scuola di Specializzazione in Beni Archeologici. Università  

di Bologna
PBF – Prähistorische Bronzefunde. Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur, Mainz, Seminar 

für Vor- und Frühgeschichte der Goethe-Universität Frankfurt a. M., Abteilung für Ur- und 
Frühgeschichtliche Archäologie des Historischen Seminars der Westfälischen Wilhelms-
Universität, Münster

Peuce – Peuce. Studii și note de istorie veche și arheologie. Muzeul Delta Dunării / Institutul de 
Cercetări Eco-Muzeale, Tulcea

Peuce S.N. – Peuce, serie nouă. Studii şi cercetări de istorie şi arheologie. Institutul de Cercetări 
Eco-Muzeale „Gavrilă Simion”, Tulcea

PIR – Prosopographia Imperii Romani, saec. I, II, III, 2nd edition, Berlin
Plural – Plural. History, Culture, Society. Journal of the History and Geography Department,  

“Ion Creangă” Pedagogical State University, Chișinău
Pontica – Pontica. Muzeul de Istorie Naţională şi Arheologie, Constanţa
PoznańStudSlaw – Poznańskie Studia Slawistyczne. Uniwersytet im. Adama Mickiewicza w 

Poznaniu
Pulpudeva – Pulpudeva. Semaines philippopolitaines de l’histoire et de la culture thrace, Plovdiv
PZ – Praehistorische Zeitschrift. Institut für Prähistorische Archäologie, Berlin
Radiocarbon – Radiocarbon. An International Journal of Cosmogenic Isotope Research, Cambridge 

University Press
REA – Revue des Études Anciennes. Maison de l’Archéologie, Université Bordeaux Montaigne, 

Pessac
RIN – Rivista Italiana di Numismatiche e Scienze Affini, Milano
Rivista di Filologia e Istruzione Classica – Rivista di Filologia e Istruzione Classica, Loescher 

editore
RMV – Rad Мuzеја Vojvodine, Novi Sad
Romano-Turcica – Romano-Turcica. Center for Turkish Studies, Faculty of History, University of 

Bucharest, Istanbul
SA – Sovetskaja Arheologija. Akademija Nauk SSSR, Institut arheologii, Moskva
SAA – Studia Antiqua et Archaeologica. Universitatea „Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, Iaşi
Saalburg Jahrbuch – Saalburg Jahrbuch. Bericht des Saalburg Museums, Bad Homburg
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SAP – Studia ad Archaeologiam Pazmaniensia. A PPKE BTK Régészeti Tanszékének kiadványai, 
Budapest

Sargetia – Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis. Muzeul Civilizației Dacice şi Romane, Deva
Sci. China Chem. – Science China Chemistry, Science China Press
SCIV(A) – Studii şi Cercetări de Istorie Veche (şi Arheologie). Academia Română, Institutul de 

Arheologie „Vasile Pârvan”, Bucureşti
SCA – Studii şi Cercetări de Antropologie. Academia Română, Institutul de Antropologie „Francisc 

I. Rainer”, Bucureşti
SCN – Studii şi Cercetări de Numismatică. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie „Vasile 

Pârvan”, Bucureşti
SEG – Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Leiden 1923-1971, Amsterdam 1979-
Somogyi múzeumok közleményei – Somogyi múzeumok közleményei, Kaposvár
Starinar – Starinar. Naučni časopis Arheološkog instituta u Beogradu, Beograd
StCl – Studii Clasice, Societatea de Studii Clasice din România, Bucureşti
StComSatuMare – Satu Mare. Studii şi Comunicări. Muzeul Judeţean Satu Mare, Satu Mare
Stratum plus – Stratum plus. Arheologija i kulturnaja antropologija. Vysšaja Antropologičeskaja 

Škola, St. Peterburg-Chișinău-Odessa-București
Suceava – Suceava. Anuarul Muzeului Național al Bucovinei, Suceava
Swedish Journal of Romanian Studies – Swedish Journal of Romanian Studies. Centre for Languages 

and Literature, Lund University, Centre for the Research of the Imaginary „Speculum”,  
„1 Decembrie 1918” University, Alba Iulia, University of Granada, Romanian Language 
Institute

Śląskie Sprawozdania Archeologiczne – Śląskie Sprawozdania Archeologiczne. Universytet 
Wrocławski, Instytut Arheologii

Światowit – Światowit. Annual of the Institute of Archaeology of the University of Warsaw
Terra Sebus – Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis. Muzeul Municipal „Ioan Raica”, Sebeș
Thiasos – Thiasos. Rivista di archeologia e architettura antica, online journal (https://www. 

thiasos.eu/)
Thraco-Dacica – Thraco-Dacica. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie „Vasile Pârvan”, 

Bucureşti
Trierer Zeitschrift – Trierer Zeitschrift. Archäologie und Kunst des Trierer Landes und seiner 

Nachbargebiete. Rheinisches Landesmuseum Trier
TYCHE – TYCHE. Beiträge zur Alten Geschichte, Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Wien
UPA – Universitätsforschungen zur prähistorischen Archäologie, Bonn
VAMZ – Vjesnik Arheološkog muzeja u Zagrebu, Zagreb
Vrancea – Vrancea. Studii și Comunicări. Muzeul Vrancei, Focșani
World Archaeology – World Archaeology. Taylor & Francis, online journal
ŽA – Živa Antika / Antiquité Vivante. Društvo za antički studii na SRM, Seminar na klasična 

filologija, Filozofski fakultet, Skopje
Ziridava – Ziridava. Studia Archaeologica. Complexul Muzeal Arad
ZPE – Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Bonn


