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CRAFTING ROMAN IDENTITY: PROFESSIONS AND 
LATINISATION IN MOESIA SUPERIOR

RADA VARGA*

Keywords: occupational epigraphy, urbanisation, social identity, provincial society
Abstract: This study examines the relationship between urbanisation, Latinisation, and occupational 
epigraphy in the Roman province of Moesia Superior during the 1st to 3rd centuries AD. It explores 
how military presence, mining activities, and urban centres influenced the social and economic fabric 
of the province. The epigraphic record reveals how occupational identities functioned as markers of 
social status, cultural integration, and economic roles, with a focus on independent professionals 
who shaped local communities beyond elite narratives. The analysis highlights the complex interplay 
between Roman administrative culture and local traditions, shedding light on processes of Latinisation 
and Romanisation at multiple social levels.

Cuvinte‑cheie: epigrafie ocupațională, urbanizare, identitate socială, societate provincială
Rezumat: Acest studiu analizează relația dintre urbanizare, latinizare și epigrafia ocupațională 
în provincia romană Moesia Superior în secolele I‑III p.Chr. Sunt investigate influențele prezenței 
militare, ale exploatărilor miniere și ale centrelor urbane asupra structurii sociale și economice a 
provinciei. Înregistrările epigrafice dezvăluie modul în care identitățile ocupaționale funcționau ca 
indicatori ai statutului social, integrării culturale și rolurilor economice, cu accent pe profesioniștii 
independenți care au contribuit la viața comunităților locale dincolo de narațiunile elitei. Analiza 
evidențiază interacțiunea complexă dintre cultura administrativă romană și tradițiile locale, oferind 
perspective asupra proceselor de latinizare și romanizare la diferite niveluri sociale.

The present study explores the intricate relationship between urbanisation, Latinisation, and 
occupational epigraphy in the Roman province of Moesia Superior during the 1st to 3rd centuries AD.  
It investigates how the military presence, mining economy, and urban centres shaped the social 
and economic landscape of the province. We will underline how professions in Moesia Superior 
contributed to and ref lected the processes of Latinisation and Romanisation and in what ways 
occupational identities manifested in the epigraphic record, revealing social status, cultural 
integration, and economic roles in provincial society. Additionally, by focusing on independent 
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professionals and their self‑representation through inscriptions, the work aims to shed light on the 
lived experiences of non‑elite actors who were pivotal in sustaining the diversity and complexity 
of Roman provincial economies and cultures.

URBANISATION IN MOESIA SUPERIOR (1ST‑3RD CENTURIES AD)

The province of Moesia was split under Domitian (AD 86/87) into Moesia Superior (roughly 
central Serbia/Kosovo and some parts of the North‑Macedonia Republic) and Moesia Inferior, 
with the Danubian frontier driving settlement policy1. Key urban nodes included Viminacium, 
Singidunum, Naissus, Remesiana, Horreum Margi, Ratiaria and mining centres like Timacum 
Minus. Canabae that developed around fortresses matured into towns: Legio VII Claudia pia fidelis 
at Viminacium, and Legio IV Flavia Felix at Singidunum contributed to the urbanisation process 
due to the money and manpower inf low directly or indirectly related to the presence of the army. 
Veterans, suppliers, and followers formed stable communities that later received municipal status. 
From Trajan through the Antonine period, many settlements gained municipium or colonia status, 
with typical Roman civic offices (duoviri, aediles, decuriones) attested epigraphically2.

Infrastructure was also developed, to serve the army, industry, commerce, and general 
communication. The via militaris (Singidunum – Naissus – Serdica – Byzantium) stitched the 
province into Balkan and Aegean networks, channelling troops, trade, and ideas, and helping inland 
sites urbanise. State‑organised mining districts (metalla) in the Timok/Kosmaj zones catalysed 
small‑town growth (Timacum Minus) and attracted entrepreneurs and migrants3. 

LATINISATION AND EPIGRAPHIC HABIT

The historiography of Romanisation, in all its aspects, is quite vast and marked by 
various ideologies and thought trends. Reference works on epigraphic habits and epigraphic 
representativeness are those of Ramsey MacMullen4, J.C. Mann5, Elizabeth A. Meyer6, David 
John Mattingly7 and Susanne Pilhofer8. Modern approaches to Romanisation generally try to 
tackle several types of sources, with a focus on epigraphy and archaeology (not necessarily in 
this order); from this category, we only mention the works of Margaret A. Brucia and Gregory N. 

1 Mócsy 1974, p. 85‑87.
2 Petrović 1976, p. 43‑60.
3 Dušanić 1995; Dušanić 2006.
4 MacMullen 1982; Matei‑Popescu, Țentea 2018, p. 13‑17.
5 Mann 1985.
6 Meyer 1990.
7 Mattingly 2002.
8 Pilhofer 2007.
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Daugherty9, Greg Woolf10, Peter Wells11, Ralph Häussler12, and Lucrețiu Mihailescu‑Bîrliba13. 
A line of study relevant in the context of the present article is that regarding Latinisation, subtleties 
of the contact‑between‑cultures phenomena and their linguistic, and spiritual implications; this 
research trend can be well exemplified through writings authored by Ian Haynes14 or Alex Mullen15. 

At this point, we envision Romanisation as the “top‑down” implementation of Roman 
administration and social culture, the forms creating in this case the content. Latinisation is 
rather the assimilation of the Roman culture at the deep, low levels of societies, as it has more 
to do with acculturation and the content tends to create the forms16. Obviously, the presence of 
one phenomenon does not exclude the other; on the contrary, they take root simultaneously in the 
Roman provinces17.

In Moesia Superior, we observe phenomena traditionally associated with Romanisation; 
however, it is crucial to recognize that the Roman state did not implement an official policy of 
Romanisation as such. Some scholars argue that the concept of a formal, state‑directed Romanisation 
process is anachronistic and lacks historical foundation. This perspective is well illustrated by 
Tacitus’ account of the Romanisation of the Britons, which reveals the complex and uneven nature 
of cultural change under Roman rule18. Moreover, alongside this gradual cultural integration, 
distinct features of Latinisation are also identifiable, particularly in urban development and the 
adoption of Roman social customs. Viminacium’s urban monumentality (amphitheatre, thermae, 
port, public buildings), for example, and very recent finds (e.g. a triumphal arch dated to early  
3rd century) underline a mature urban life. Linguistically, the predominance of Latin is 
indisputable in epigraphy, as only 28 inscriptions attesting individuals are in Greek, four 
monuments (all funerary) have bilingual Greek‑Latin texts, and a funerary stone from Singidunum 
is in Palmyrenean19. 

As in other north‑western or frontier provinces (Britannia, Dacia, Germania), the army was 
the primary Latinising engine: recruitment, pay, discharge, and veteran settlement seeded Latin 
names, formulas, and legal categories into local elites and town councils20. The imperial cult and 
western religious vocabulary appear in Latin formulae; provincial‑level cult and coin legends reflect 
integration into Latin administrative culture21. Funerary and honorific inscriptions show a dense 
mix of Latin nomenclature with persistent indigenous (Thracian/Illyrian/Dardanian) and “migrant” 

9 Brucia, Daugherty (eds.) 2007.
10 Woolf 1998.
11 Wells 1999.
12 Häussler (ed.) 2008.
13 Mihailescu‑Bîrliba (ed.) 2017.
14 Haynes 1993.
15 Mullen 2019. 
16 Haynes 2017, p. 77‑85.
17 Varga 2021, p. 90.
18 Tac. Agr., 14.
19 Mann 1985.
20 Ferjančić 2017. 
21 Kos 1992; Meyer 1990, p. 83.
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names – evidence of Latinisation by addition rather than replacement22. Greek artistic and cultural 
tastes are sometimes visible (e.g. Antinous cult architecture at municipium D(ar)d(anorum))23; 
however, the culture and society of Upper Moesia can be described as Latin and therefore not as 
mixed as that of Lower Moesia24. Latinisation was primarily institutional (administration, army, 
law) and gradually domestic (names, cults).

Most preserved inscriptions date from the 2nd and 3rd centuries AD – the Antonine and Severan 
high point of urban growth and garrisoning. There are relatively few Julio‑Claudian texts, and 
the epigraphic habit declines sharply after the mid‑3rd century crisis. Funerary stelae and altars 
dominate numerically, with honorific bases, building dedications, and military diplomas adding 
variety. In terms of geographic distribution, almost a quarter of the inscriptions comes from 
Viminacium (seat of the governor and location of the fortress of the legio VII Claudia), followed 
by Scupi (an early Flavian age colonia) and by the cities and metropolitan area of Singidunum (a 
city conjoined with the fortress of the legio IIII Flavia Felix) and Colonia Ulpia Ratiaria, with 
roughly 60‑70 inscriptions each25. 

Military epigraphy is abundant and standardised, shaped by the presence of the legions 
at Viminacium (VII Claudia) and Singidunum (IV Flavia Felix). These garrisons generated a 
substantial corpus that includes tombstones of soldiers and veterans, dedicatory altars, building 
inscriptions, and discharge diplomas. Military funerary texts follow strict formulae, recording 
origin, years of service, and length of career, while dedications to military deities (Jupiter 
Optimus Maximus, Mithras, Dolichenus, Fortuna) are frequent. The army also served as a school 
of Latinisation. Recruits from Thrace, Dardania, Anatolia, and beyond were trained to use Latin 
names, abbreviations, and formulae, which then spread into veteran colonies and their descendant 
communities. Building inscriptions, likewise formulaic, recorded the legion or cohort, the 
commanding officers, and the emperor’s titles, standing as visible milestones of Roman authority 
across the landscape. Rural epigraphy is comparatively sparse, appearing in villages, estates, and 
small shrines. These inscriptions are usually modest in form, often executed with rough letterforms, 
reflecting both limited resources and a less official setting. Their content is dominated by funerary 
stelae and small votive altars, in which onomastics display a blend of Latin, indigenous, and 
immigrant names – evidence of a gradual and hybrid process of Latinisation. A large portion of 
these rural texts consists of religious dedications, typically altars to local or syncretic deities such 
as the Thracian Horseman or Jupiter Dolichenus26. Even where cult iconography incorporates 
bilingual or hybrid elements, the inscriptions themselves are generally in Latin. Some rural 
micro‑regions, however, display a much denser epigraphic record. Mining areas, especially at 
Timacum Minus and in the Timok valley, yielded numerous inscriptions connected to imperial 
procurators, contractors, and migrant families from the East27. In such contexts, rural epigraphy 
shades into the administrative and military sphere, underscoring the complexity of local social 
and economic structures.

22 Grbić 2015.
23 ILJug 501 = AÉ 1972, 500; Gavrilović Vitas, Bjelić 2024.
24 Woolf 1998, p. 15‑20.
25 Varga et alii 2018, p. 44.
26 Petrović 2015, p. 326‑328.
27 Dušanić 2004.
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When viewed together, the urban, rural, and military epigraphic spheres reveal distinct 
textures that highlight both contrasts and points of interaction. Urban inscriptions tend to be 
highly formulaic, monumental, and institutional. They were designed for public display, projecting 
the authority of civic institutions and the holistic idea of Romanitas into the urban landscape. 
Romanitas, as we envision it at this point, comprised a constellation of elements, including loyalty 
to Roman civic institutions, the embodiment of Roman law and customs, and the promotion of 
Latin as the language of administration and culture28. It also encompassed religious practices 
aligned with Roman state cults and a social hierarchy that emphasized the superiority of Roman 
civilization. By contrast, rural inscriptions are fewer, modest in size, and more personal, reflecting 
localized expressions of identity and social relations. They preserve non‑Roman names and local 
religious survivals, offering glimpses into a slower and uneven process of Latinisation in the 
countryside. The military epigraphic corpus forms the largest and most coherent body of material. 
Standardised in form and rich in Latin titles, it was the most effective medium for spreading the 
Roman language and epigraphic habits.

OCCUPATIONAL EPIGRAPHY

Occupational epigraphy in the Roman Empire serves as a vital source for understanding 
how individuals in the provinces expressed and constructed their identities through professional 
status29. The inscriptions on stone monuments reveal the extent to which work and occupation 
were integral to self‑representation and social recognition. Unlike official or juridical documents, 
these inscriptions provide a less biased and more personal glimpse into the lives of independent 
professionals, who chose to highlight their professions as important markers of identity. This 
epigraphic habit offers insights into labour markets, social mobility, and the diverse economic 
roles that individuals played across the Empire.

Occupational titles were not merely functional or economic descriptors but were imbued with 
social and cultural significance, often serving as a source of pride and as a means to establish 
social legitimacy.

Quantitative and qualitative epigraphic analysis uncovers the existence of a Roman provincial 
middle class, characterised by diverse and specialised occupations, which played a coherent 
and robust role in the provincial economy30. Epigraphy demonstrates patterns of migration, 
acculturation, and economic specialisation, supporting a nuanced understanding of Roman society 
beyond elite narratives. Moreover, the inscriptions illuminate how different social groups – traders, 
craftsmen, medical personnel, gladiators – constructed their identities through distinct epigraphic 
habits, underscoring the complex social fabric of the Roman Empire.

Occupational epigraphy is both an economic and identity marker within the Roman Empire’s 
provincial middle classes and labour markets. It provides a fresh perspective on the lived reality 
of “ordinary” Romans, expanding scholarly understanding of social and economic integration 
in antiquity31.

28 Revell 1999, p. 42.
29 Varga 2020, p. 1‑3.
30 Varga 2020, p. 7.
31 Knapp 2011; Joshel, Hackworth Petersen 2014, p. 33‑35.
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PROFESSIONS AND OCCUPATIONS IN MOESIA SUPERIOR

The occupational landscape of Moesia Superior ref lects the province’s mixed character: a 
heavily militarised and logistical corridor along the Danube frontier (Singidunum, Viminacium)32, 
extensive mining districts in the Timok and Ibar belts (Timacum Minus, Municipium Dardanorum)33, 
and urban centres (Naissus, Scupi, Viminacium, Ratiaria) that concentrated crafts and services. 
Epigraphic prosopography confirms a solid recorded population, though explicit job‑titles are 
comparatively modest (Tab. 1). Instead, institutions such as the legions, collegia, mines, and 
riverine supply systems provide strong signals of occupational structure.

Mining formed the most distinctive non‑military sector of the occupational picture of Moesia 
Superior. Organised mining districts (metalla), administered with imperial oversight, linked 
extraction sites to military presence. While direct job‑titles such as metallarii are rare in inscriptions, 
the institutional footprint is visible in dedications, altars, and cults (notably to Jupiter Dolichenus 
at Timacum Minus). Excavations at Timacum Minus (Ravna) reveal mining‑centred urbanism 
with workshops, smelting, and smithing activity, suggesting a broad occupational ecosystem of 
miners, smelters, blacksmiths, and support trades. Along the Danube, epigraphic and archaeological 
evidence points to the role of boatmen and shippers (nautae, navicularii) provisioning troops and 
towns. Though rarely named in epitaphs, these occupations were integral to frontier logistics. 
Viminacium, as the provincial capital and possible seat of the imperial procurator34, functioned 
as a hub of administrative and commercial traffic, implying the presence of fiscal staff, customs 
officials, merchants, and supply agents clustered around the port35. Urban centres fostered 
organised craft production. Inscriptions attest to collegia fabrum, especially around Singidunum 
and Kosmaj36, which grouped builders, carpenters, and metalworkers under a corporate framework. 
Archaeological remains of quarries, kilns, and workshops corroborate the presence of stonecutters, 
potters, and brickmakers37. Epigraphy and archaeology together attest to medical professions in 
Moesia Superior. At Viminacium, burials have yielded surgical kits, including those of a specialist 
medicus et chirurgus ocularius (eye surgeon)38. Such finds point to the availability of military and 
civilian healthcare, and likely to ancillary trades such as apothecaries and pharmacopolai. Collegia 
and cult associations, while not always tied to a specific craft, serve as markers of retail, wholesale, 
and service occupations within civic life. As elsewhere in the Roman world, rural/agricultural 
occupations are underrepresented in epigraphy. Nonetheless, settlement archaeology documents 
villae and farmsteads in river valleys that supplied urban and military markets39. Farmers, herders, 
and millers remain largely anonymous in inscriptions, but their presence is inferred from land‑use 
systems and settlement distribution. 

32 Băjenaru 2010, p. 26; Donev 2019, p. 64‑65.
33 Hirt 2010, p. 48‑49.
34 Matei‑Popescu, Țentea 2018, p. 14.
35 Mócsy 1974.
36 IMS I, 95; CIL III, 8086; CIL III, 12650.
37 Dušanić 1995, p. 162‑165.
38 AÉ 2013, 1322 – attested on instrumentum. 
39 Honcu, Varga 2023, p. 19; Jeremić, Antonović, Vitezović 2018, p. 138.
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The occupational structures of Moesia Superior crystallise into three overlapping spheres: 
Urban hubs (Viminacium, Naissus, Scupi, Singidunum, Ratiaria) concentrated administrative staff, 
artisans, collegia, merchants, medical professionals, and religious functionaries. Inscriptions here 
most frequently name civic and religious roles. Military zones along the limes (fortresses, forts, 
canabae and military vici) were dominated by soldiers of varied ranks and specialists, accompanied 
by camp followers, contractors, and evidence of on‑site production40. Occupations are usually 
implicit in unit designations, tile stamps, and supply archaeology. Rural and mining districts 
interiors (Timok and Ibar districts) reveal communities centred on extraction and metalwork, 
supported by transport teams and small‑scale crafts41. Here, archaeology and cult dedications 
provide stronger evidence than explicit occupational labels.

Taken together, epigraphy and archaeology show that Moesia Superior’s occupational landscape 
was structured by the interplay of military garrisons, mining economies, and urban service centres. 
Explicit job‑titles on stone may be rare, but the material and institutional records leave no doubt 
about the diversity and interconnection of professions that sustained provincial life.

THE OCCUPATIONAL INSCRIPTIONS

The study of occupational epigraphy from the Latin‑speaking provinces of the Roman Empire 
offers a revealing window into the social fabric and economic life of Roman provincial society. 
The focus on independent professionals – excluding state employees, military personnel, and 
slaves – reveals those for whom work was a key marker of identity and societal belonging. The 
meta‑communication implied by monuments, through which a tie was established with society 
rather than with divine forces, is a decisive factor in understanding Roman society; in this game of 
representation and self‑representation, the ways in which individuals presented their occupational 
status on stone monuments are vitally important. Taking all these into account, we have catalogued 
stone monuments exclusively, as ref lection of the self cannot be taken into account in juridical, 
standard documents, or in minor epigraphy (instrumentum). Equally, we did not include (for the 
sake of uniformity) state workers, imperial slaves, freedmen or military personnel. Focusing only 
on independent professionals offered a less biased view of the people whose professions served as 
an identity marker worth noting on a stone monument.

The type and form of the monuments themselves provides insights into occupational identity. 
Stelae, statue bases, and funerary altars differ in size, quality, and iconography, reflecting both the 
financial resources of the deceased and the symbolic value of their profession. Stonecutters and 
statuaries not only left inscriptions but materially shaped the urban landscape with their craft. Thus, 
professions were literally inscribed into the physical environment of Roman towns, embedding 
occupational identity in public space.

The geographical distribution is important in the regional context – political, social, linguistic 
particularities being ref lected by the epigraphic habits. As it can be seen, the best‑represented 
provinces are the Gallic and Germanic ones. While Gallia Narbonensis is a province with general 
high epigraphic representativeness42, Germania Superior and Inferior both generally have a relatively 

40 MacMullen 1982.
41 Dušanić 1995, p. 155‑160.
42 Woolf 1998, p. 82. We are not aware of more recent calculations for these parameters.
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Graph 1. Professional attestation on stone monuments in the Western provinces.

modest epigraphy, which makes the (comparatively) large number of attested professionals even 
more relevant for the area’s epigraphic habits. Gallia Narbonensis is remarkable in terms of both 
quality and quantity, with almost all professions represented: merchants, medics, many and various 
types of craftsmen, private administrative personnel, architects and artists. On a smaller scale, 
the situation is replicated by Gallia Lugdunensis and Belgica43. In both Germanic provinces, 
the situation is somewhat different. In Germania Inferior, 85% of the attested professionals 
were commercial workers44, whereas Germania Superior is characterised by a slightly greater 
variety of occupations. One interesting feature of the latter is a relatively significant number of 
physicians and other medical practitioners, some – but not all – explicitly associated with the 
army45. Another province displaying a high degree of representativeness is Moesia Inferior, which 
owes much to its Greek cultural background; inscriptions from the Greek world are often quite 
descriptive, so mentioning one’s profession appears as a more natural and neutral act than in the 
Latin‑speaking world.

In this context, Moesia Superior is one of the provinces that does not display high 
representativity. Nonetheless, a sufficient number of liberal professionals is attested, in order to 
draw some conclusions. The list of attested individual professionals is: 

43 Varga 2020, p. 20.
44 This statistic has been partially inf luenced by a particular find, namely the inscriptions dedicated by 
traders within the sanctuary of Dea Nehalenia (Cooley, Mitchell, Salway (eds.) 2007).
45 Scarborough 1968; Jackson 1993 – for general presentations of the medical professionals, and the 
entanglement of military duties and civilian service for doctors; Varga 2020, p. 33‑35 for the epigraphy of 
medical personnel.
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 1. [‑‑‑] nauclerus
CIL III, 13804 = AÉ 1894, 
104

I‑III AD

 2. Aurelius Crescentius lapidarius IMS I, 11 I‑III AD

 3. Caius Refidius Eutychus faber argentarius CIL III, 1652 = IMS II, 93 101‑130 AD 

 4. Publius Aelius Valerianus vestiarius CIL III, 13803 = IMS II, 29 131‑300 AD 

 5. Florentia vilica IMS VI, 28 II‑III AD

 6. Albinus vilicus IMS II, 70 131‑170 AD 

 7. Titus Aelius Martialis medicus IMS III/2, 49 I‑III AD

 8. Theodulus lintiarius IMS I, 156 III AD

 9. Myrismus dispensator vikari CIL III, 8112 = IMS II, 58 AD 228 

10. Albinus vilicus IMS II, 70 131‑170 AD 

11. Claudius Magnus medicus AÉ 2013, 1322 197‑209 AD 

12. Turannis nutrix IMS VI, 32 II AD

13. Eutychus statuarius IMS VI, 115 I‑II AD

14. Flavia Tyche nutricia IMS VI, 116 I‑III AD

15. Ennius Si[‑‑‑] argentarius IMS VI, 167 II‑III AD

16. Aelius Herculanus lapidarius AÉ 2010, 1939 II AD

17. [‑‑‑]apis actor AÉ 1983, 874 II AD

18. Castricius vicarius AÉ 1982, 841
1st of February 225 
AD 

19. Aurelius Maxim[‑‑‑] negotians ZPE 2017, no. 9 III AD

Table 1. The private professionals nominally attested on inscriptions from Moesia Superior.

In Moesia Superior, professions surface epigraphically above all in funerary contexts. This does 
not come as a surprise, as the funerary epigraphy of the province surpasses all other categories. The 
decision to inscribe an occupation – whether medicus, argentarius, or vilicus – was not neutral but 
ref lected a family’s or community’s judgment that the role constituted a socially salient element 
of identity. This stands in contrast to the predominantly rural regions of Thrace or Illyricum, 
where epitaphs rarely preserve such information46. The very diversity of attested professions – 
merchants, physicians, stonecutters, estate managers, bankers, shipmasters – indicates that urban 
elites, artisans, and overseers actively participated in an epigraphic habit that linked occupational 
identity with public commemoration47.

The linguistic dimension of this phenomenon is equally revealing. Occupational titles appear 
overwhelmingly in Latin – medicus, argentarius, statuarius, vilicus, vestiarius – even if onomastics 
might point to other origins48. By adopting Latin terminology, provincials not only signalled their 
professional status but also aligned themselves with the civic and cultural legitimacy of the Roman 
order. The phenomenon extends to women, whose roles as vilica (estate administrator), nutrix (wet 
nurse), or nutricia likewise entered the epigraphic record through Latin categories, suggesting the 

46 Donev 2019, p. 6‑8.
47 Holleran 2012, p. 198.
48 See Tab. 1.
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penetration of Latinisation into domestic and personal‑service spheres that are otherwise difficult 
to document.

Spatial distribution underscores the differentiated provincial landscape. In the major urban 
centres – Viminacium, Naissus, Singidunum – occupations tied to commerce, finance, and 
artisanal production are most visible, and the density of epitaphs and statue bases ref lects a 
strong local attachment to the epigraphic habit. In rural and estate contexts such as Remesiana, 
Timacum Minus, and the municipium D(ar)d(anorum), the appearance of vilici and vilicae anchors 
inscriptions in the domain of estate administration, indicating that even outside the cities Latin 
occupational vocabulary was adopted, although in smaller numbers and with less monumental 
expression49. In military and organised civilian militiae environments, from the legionary bases 
at Viminacium and Singidunum to the mining districts, occupational markers attached to supply 
and logistics – nauclerus, negotians – appear within the highly formulaic framework of Latin 
military epigraphy, reflecting the army’s dual role as both consumer and disseminator of provincial 
professional identities. 

Among these professions, traders emerged as the largest and most widely represented group. 
In general, traders are viewed as vectors of Latinisation. Due to the transient nature of their work, 
traders often maintain weaker connections with social groups from their native regions. Moreover, 
they may acquire economic advantages by adopting a new language. When early adopters gain 
benefits, their immediate social networks are likely to emulate them, linking the new language 
to the social mobility of that group. Consequently, mastering the language can confer elevated 
social status, enhancing the prestige of the language itself and allowing it to ascend through 
the community’s social hierarchy50. The epigraphic sources tell fascinating stories about trade 
networks crisscrossing the empire, from Gallia and Germania to Dacia and Britannia51. Traders 
often highlighted their origins and local citizenship on their monuments, signalling trust‑based 
connections spanning vast geographic regions52. Merchant guilds and associations also appear to 
have supported their social and commercial endeavours. In Moesia Superior, we are aware of the 
traders’ origins only in one case, coming from a recently published inscription from Viminacium 
and again stating an eastern origin: Aurelius Maxim[us], Surus, negotiator53. Even though other 
Syrians are attested at Viminacium54, their profession remains unknown55. A connection with the 
characters attested in Dacia and Dalmatia is tempting and possible, but the evidence available at 
this point does not allow us to deduce more.

The social implications of these inscriptions are significant. Occupations frequently intersect 
with freedman status and immigrant origin, and their explicit representation in Latin may be read 
as a strategy of cultural alignment and social mobility. Physicians offer a notable case: though we 
might assume eastern origins, in Moesia Superior they presented themselves epigraphically as 

49 IMS I, 156; IMS II, 70.
50 Mullen 2023, p. 54.
51 CIL III, 8112 = IMS II, 58; AÉ 1982, 841.
52 Varga 2020, p. 26.
53 Ferjančić, Korać, Ricl 2017. Cat. 603 = R1by1 15258 (http://romans1by1.com/rpeople/search, accessed  
16 October 2025).
54 IMS II, 169, 211, 213.
55 Ferjančić, Korać, Ricl 2017, no. 9.
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medici56, sometimes with specialisations (medicus ocularius)57, thereby situating their expertise 
within a Roman civic idiom. The status and attestations of the medical personnel connected to the 
Roman army have been previously analysed, and while certainly depending on period, province 
and historic‑economic conditions, army doctors must have been rather present in the associated 
civilian milieus. For women, the Latinised recording of roles such as vilica or nutrix illustrates 
the extent to which household functions could be appropriated into Roman epigraphic practice, 
projecting Romanised ideals of domestic order58. Craftsmen occupied an essential space in the 
provincial economy. Inscriptions frequently record their specialised trades – stone carvers59, 
sculptors60, tailors and textile workers61, and metal artisans62 – demonstrating a highly diversified 
urban economic landscape. The corpus of occupational terms thus ref lects more than individual 
careers: it documents the mechanisms by which local communities were integrated into the cultural 
and institutional order of the Roman Empire. These inscriptions not only memorialise individual 
exploits but also hint at the broader social dynamics of entertainment in Roman life, including 
patronage and social mobility.

Occupational titles often carried strong social implications. For freedmen, immigrants, and 
their descendants, professions such as argentarius, medicus, or negotiator offered opportunities 
to acquire prestige, wealth, and civic recognition. Inscriptions recording such occupations can be 
read as strategies of cultural alignment, signalling both successful integration into Roman society 
and a claim to public legitimacy. Professional self‑identification thus emerges as a vehicle of social 
mobility, bridging local origins with the Roman civic order.

Only a couple of individuals list their association membership, if we exclude the augustales – 
only four types of collegia are registered63, with only two women as members64. A total of 16 
cultores are mentioned in the dedication of the collegium of Heros from Singidunum65. Compared 
to the variety of sacerdotal functions in Dacia, in Moesia Superior we encountered only 31 men. 
These are municipal priests (six pontifices, two augures and three f lamines) and 18 divinities’ 
priests. What is lacking are the provincial priests, as well as – for example – the antistes and 
haruspices, although their actual existence in the cities cannot be doubted.

The architectural and material dimension of these professions should also be emphasised. 
Stonecutters and statuaries, for example, were directly implicated in the construction and 
embellishment of urban spaces, embedding Roman architectural idioms into the provincial 

56 IMS III/2, 49; AÉ 2013, 1322.
57 AÉ 2013, 1322.
58 IMS VI, 28, 32; Saller 2011, p. 120; Treggiari 1976 and Treggiari 1979 on the gendered organization of 
work.
59 IMS I, 11; AÉ 2010, 1939.
60 IMS VI, 115.
61 CIL III, 13803; IMS I, 156.
62 CIL III, 1652; IMS VI, 167.
63 Cultores templi Herculis/ Herculis (AÉ 2005, 1317; AÉ 2009, 1190; maybe AÉ 1902, 70), collegium fabrum 
(IMS I, 95; CIL III, 8086; CIL III, 12650), collegium centonariorum (IMS I, 121), collitores (cultores) Deo 
Heroni (IMS I, 2)
64 AÉ 2009, 1190 (mater of the collegium Herculis); Feraudi‑Gruénais, Teichner 2014, p. 277 (mater of an 
unknown collegium). 
65 IMS I, 2; the exact term on the inscription is collitores.
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landscape66. Such contributions made Roman identity visible in the very fabric of towns, thereby 
inviting local populations to adopt Roman civic customs and lifestyles.

To sum up, the professionals documented in Moesia Superior were pivotal to the processes of 
urban Latinisation. Through their diverse roles, they sustained the diffusion of Latin, facilitated 
economic Romanisation, and implemented Roman administrative and cultural practices. Far from 
being passive recipients of Roman influence, they emerge as active intermediaries who transmitted 
the material, social, and institutional dimensions of Roman civilisation, shaping the transformation 
of local communities into Roman‑style urban centres.

Overall, occupational epigraphy uncovers a lively and specialised labour market in Roman 
provincial life. It testifies to sophisticated social identities shaped around work, commercial 
enterprise, and professional pride. Through these stone testimonies, the “invisible Romans” – the 
artisans, traders, and professionals outside the elite – emerge vividly from obscurity, contributing 
richly to the economic and social complexity of the ancient world.

CONCLUDING REMARKS

Professions in Moesia Superior played a significant role in the province’s social and economic 
fabric, as ref lected in the epigraphic record. Although occupational inscriptions are not very 
numerous, they reveal a diverse and specialised labour market spanning urban, military, and 
rural spheres. Key occupational groups included traders, medical professionals, craftsmen, and 
estate managers, illustrating an interconnected provincial economy. The indication of occupations, 
particularly in funerary inscriptions, signals the social importance of professional identity as 
a marker of status and community belonging. The Latin linguistic choice aligned individuals 
with the Roman civic order, marking cultural integration and social mobility among provincials. 
Latinisation of professions extended to women in Moesia Superior, with roles such as vilica (estate 
administrator) and nutrix (wet nurse) recorded in Latin, highlighting the deep cultural assimilation 
of household and personal‑service occupations. The spatial distribution of occupational inscriptions 
underscored the complexity of Moesian society: urban centres like Viminacium, Naissus, Ratiaria 
and Singidunum concentrated commercial, artisanal, and administrative professions; military zones 
exhibited occupational markers linked to logistics and supply within a rigid epigraphic formula; 
and rural or mining areas featured estate management and specialised crafts, often ref lected in 
archaeological evidence more than epigraphic texts.

Overall, the professionals of Moesia Superior were an active part of the province’s life, their 
presence underscoring a provincial society deeply woven into Roman economic and administrative 
networks, contributing to the Romanisation of local communities through their daily roles, social 
interactions, and linguistic practices in the Latin epigraphic tradition.
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Troesmis, Noviodunum, București, 1980

Istros – Istros. Muzeul Brăilei „Carol I”, Brăila
IzvestijaSofia – Izvestija na Nacionalnija arheologičeski Institut, Sofia
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„1 Decembrie 1918” University, Alba Iulia, University of Granada, Romanian Language 
Institute

Śląskie Sprawozdania Archeologiczne – Śląskie Sprawozdania Archeologiczne. Universytet 
Wrocławski, Instytut Arheologii

Światowit – Światowit. Annual of the Institute of Archaeology of the University of Warsaw
Terra Sebus – Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis. Muzeul Municipal „Ioan Raica”, Sebeș
Thiasos – Thiasos. Rivista di archeologia e architettura antica, online journal (https://www. 

thiasos.eu/)
Thraco-Dacica – Thraco-Dacica. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie „Vasile Pârvan”, 

Bucureşti
Trierer Zeitschrift – Trierer Zeitschrift. Archäologie und Kunst des Trierer Landes und seiner 

Nachbargebiete. Rheinisches Landesmuseum Trier
TYCHE – TYCHE. Beiträge zur Alten Geschichte, Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Wien
UPA – Universitätsforschungen zur prähistorischen Archäologie, Bonn
VAMZ – Vjesnik Arheološkog muzeja u Zagrebu, Zagreb
Vrancea – Vrancea. Studii și Comunicări. Muzeul Vrancei, Focșani
World Archaeology – World Archaeology. Taylor & Francis, online journal
ŽA – Živa Antika / Antiquité Vivante. Društvo za antički studii na SRM, Seminar na klasična 

filologija, Filozofski fakultet, Skopje
Ziridava – Ziridava. Studia Archaeologica. Complexul Muzeal Arad
ZPE – Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Bonn


