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Taphonomic and anthropogenic aspects
On some of the bones, there were brown spots (Fig. 6) that may have resulted from the iron 

content of the soil where the depositions took place. Moreover, on other bones there were bluish 
traces resulting from contact with bronze objects, while on some ceramic fragments there were 
traces of fire that indicated secondary burning.

Burial no. 1 – inv. no. P.71.303
Total weight of the human remains inside the urn: 878 g. 
The bones located inside and outside the urn belonged to a single individual. They had a 

gracile appearance, were white, and produced a porcelain sound, indicating that they were burnt 
at a temperature of about 850°C. Still, some bones in this burial were greyish‑bluish, indicating 
burning at a temperature of about 550°C.

Neurocranium
Fragments from the frontal, parietals, left temporal (with the petrous bone) were preserved 

from the skull. At the level of the first‑mentioned bone, the dimensions of the superciliary arches 
were observed, which were of the 1st‑2nd degree. The supraorbital foramen was shaped like a 
notch. This feature is associated with a cold climate, related to the thermoregulatory process of 
the head102. 

Viscerocranium
Some teeth were found separated from the jaws, as shown in the dental scheme. 

Right	 Left
M3 M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2 M3
? ? ? ? ? ? ‑ ? ? ‑ ? ? ‑ ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ‑ ? ? ? ? ? ‑

M3 M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2 M3
‑ present tooth;
? missing tooth.

102 Tomaszewska, Tomczyk, Kwiatkowska 2013.

Fig. 6. Brown spots on human bones, probably resulted from the iron content of the soil (Burial no. 9).
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Right	 Left
M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2
? ? ? ‑ ? ‑ ? ‑ ‑ ? ‑ ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2
‑ present tooth;
? missing tooth. 

Postcranial skeleton
Parts of the diaphyses of the radius, ulna, femur, and tibia were present. The patella was not 

represented. 
Age and sex diagnosis
The cremains belonged to an infans II child, aged approximately 8‑9 years, whose sex could 

not be determined due to the absence of specific elements for sex identification. 
Dental pathology
The upper left incisor showed traces of a carious process on the vestibular side of the crown. 

Burial no. 11 – without inv. no.
Total weight of the bones: 344 g.
From this burial, some bones of white colour could be recovered, with an advanced degree 

of incineration, as well as some grey‑bluish fragments that underwent medium incineration at 
a temperature of around 550°C. Along with the cremains, there were 11 pebbles (nine of them 
white, made of limestone, and two of an unknown reddish stone), all of which were secondarily 
burnt. There were also 40 small pieces of charcoal (Fig. 8), one measuring 3 cm in length  
and 1 cm in width; the other fragments 
were smaller, each less than 1 cm in size. 

Neurocranium
This skeletal part included portions of 

the frontal bone, one of which displayed 
the upper margin of the orbit, with features 
specific to the male sex. Another fragment, 
with a segment of the coronal suture, 
showed bluish traces likely originating 
from a bronze object (possibly a hair ring?). 
Regarding the parietal bone, fragments of 
segments II and III of the sagittal suture 
were almost completely obliterated on their 
endocranial side. Ectocranially, the outline 
of the sutures could still be observed, but 
only in certain areas. A petrous bone, the 
zygomatic apophysis, and the mastoid 
region were also found, the latter showing Fig. 8. Charcoal from Burial no. 11.
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3rd degree shrinkage due to the cremation process. From the occipital bone, there was a fragment 
with the upper nuchal line. 

The preserved teeth had a dark grey colour, with white portions towards their ends (Fig. 9). 
These included an incisor on the left side of the maxilla, an upper molar on the same side, an incisor 
and a premolar on the right side of the mandible, a fragmentary third molar from the same bone, 
probably coming from the right side. 

The dental formula is as follows:

Right	 Left
M3 M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2 M3
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ‑ ? ? ? ? ‑ ?
‑ ? ? ? ‑ ? ? ‑ ‑ ‑ ? ? ‑ ? ? ‑

M3 M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2 M3
‑ present tooth;
? missing tooth. 

Postcranial skeleton
The long bones showed well‑developed muscle relief. Diaphysis portions of the humerus, 

radius, and ulna could be recovered. On the ulna, there were bluish traces likely resulting from 
contact with a bronze object. The femora (with a well‑defined linea aspera), as well as the tibia 
and patella (intensely burnt and almost black in colour), were also present. Additionally, there were 
fragments of ribs, a part of the palatal bone, and the scapula.

Age and sex diagnosis
Based on the appearance of the bones and teeth, the studied skeleton belonged to a male 

individual, approximately 45 years old. 

Burial no. 12 – without inv. no.
Total weight of the human remains: 223 g. 
Part of the recovered bones were mostly of a white colour for some portions of bones, 

combined with others which had a small degree of cremation (around 100°C) and had a yellowish 
colour and produced a porcelain‑like sound, indicating an advanced degree of cremation. Some 

Fig. 9. Several teeth from Burial no. 11.
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others, less affected by fire, were dark grey. All of these were found together with two ovicaprine 
metapodials108, two limestone pebbles, and five ceramic fragments of greyish colour, bearing traces 
of secondary burning. The largest of these measured 69.70 × 42.55 mm. 

Neurocranium
From the skull, there were parts of the temporal bones (petrous bones), parietals (with portions 

of the coronal suture showing well‑defined outlines), as well as some parts of the occipital bone, 
none of which included suture elements. The frontal bone was not represented. 

Viscerocranium
Three fragments of the mandible were found: two from the lingual region, and one from the 

vestibular part, which included a segment of the incisors and the mental protuberance, the latter 
appearing to be well outlined. Several isolated teeth from the maxilla were also recovered: one 
incisor of the permanent dentition from the upper right side, two upper molars 1 of the permanent 
dentition (one with the open apex), and one upper molar 2 of the permanent dentition from the 
right side, also with an open apex. All teeth, except the incisor which was white, were of a dark 
grey‑bluish hue. Their presence is represented in the dental formula of this individual: 

Right	 Left
M3 M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2 M3
? ‑ ‑ ? ? ? ? ‑ ? ? ? ? ? ‑ ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

M3 M2 M1 P2 P1 C I2 I1 I1 I2 C P1 P2 M1 M2 M3
‑ present tooth;
? missing tooth. 

Postcranial skeleton
Some small parts of the humerus, radius, and ulna could be recovered. From this part of the 

skeleton, there were also fragments of ribs and coxal bones with traces of the growth cartilage. 
Regarding the long bones, portions from the femora were observed, one of which had the proximal 
head on the right side and showed traces of the growth cartilage. Additionally, the distal epiphyses 
of the tibiae and segments of their diaphysis were found.

Age and sex diagnosis 
The remains belonged to an infans II, whose sex could not be determined due to the lack of 

specific elements for sex assessment. 

Burial no. 14 a – inv. no. P.71.364
Total weight of the human bones: 101 g.
Fragmentary bones of white colour, with bluish hues in places, were recovered. Along with 

them, there were nine pebbles, four of which were burnt limestone and three were unidentified small 
fragments. One of the pebbles showed bluish‑green traces resulting from contact with a bronze 
object. There were also two ceramic fragments with secondary burning. Additionally, a fragment 
of a scapula was found, originating from an animal whose species could not be determined, and 
it showed no traces of fire. 

108 Due to some circumstances, just these animal bones and the scapula fragment in Burial no. 14 a were studied by 
Dr. Georgeta El Susi, for whose valuable help I am very grateful!
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Neurocranium
From this part of the skeleton, there were fragments of the frontal bone, including the roof of 

the orbit on the right side, with features specific to the female sex. There were also segments of the 
parietals and occipital bones, all with open sutures. A fragment of a petrous bone was also found. 

Viscerocranium
The left half of the palate and the right condyle of the mandible were preserved. The teeth 

included the first premolar on the right side and the first molar of the maxilla; the latter being 
vertically broken. 

Postcranial skeleton
Small fragments of a vertebral body, a third metacarpal, ribs, and one phalanx were recovered. 

From the long bones, there were diaphysis segments of the humerus, radius, ulna, and patella. 
Age and sex diagnosis
The individual was female, aged between 25 and 30 years. 

Burial no. 14 b – human remains inside the cup – inv. no. P.71.369 
Total weight of the human remains: 443 g. 
The portions of the cephalic region of the skeleton were white in colour, indicating they were 

burnt at an approximate temperature of 850°C. The remaining parts of the skeleton, especially the 
leg bones, had a grey‑ash‑like colour, suggesting they were less burned. This variation is typically 
inf luenced by the type of pyre, its “fittings”, the position of the deceased on the structure, or  
both. Along with the bones, there were 16 small limestone stones, the largest measuring  
80.14 × 55.50 mm, and two ceramic fragments with traces of secondary burning. 

Neurocranium
From the skull, a part of the frontal bone was present, including the roof of the orbit on the 

right side. The left malar was also present. Both petrous bones from the temporal region were 
present, although fragmentary. From the parietal, a segment containing the coronal suture (pars 
bregmatica), which was completely open, could be identified.

Viscerocranium
Only two segments of the mandible were recovered: one from between the second premolar 

on the right side and the first molar on the left, the latter with vertical fragmentation, resulting in 
one half of its dental alveoli being preserved. From its right ascending ramus, the condylar area 
was recovered, featuring a large condyle. The mental protuberance was well outlined, although the 
lower part of the mandible was destroyed. As isolated teeth, a fragmentary first molar, a premolar, 
and small portions of dental roots were found.

Postcranial skeleton
From the thoracic region of the skeleton, there were fragments of vertebral bodies and ribs. From 

the humerus, in addition to some small fragments, a vertically broken humeral head was found. 
Parts of the ulna and patella were also present. Bluish traces, likely from contact with a bronze 
object, were found on a fragment of the tibia, as well as on some smaller fragments from the patella. 

Age and sex diagnosis
The individual was an adult female, approximately 20‑30 years old. 

Cremated human remains near the cup (original inscription of the box) – inv. no. P 71.367
Total weight of the human remains: 160 g. 
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Along with these bones, there was a white pebble, most likely of limestone, as well as three 
small pieces of charcoal approximately 1 cm long. The animal bones were represented by 21 small 
fragments, some of which were grey in colour. 

Neurocranium and viscerocranium were not represented
Postcranial skeleton
There were small bone fragments; the largest was from the ulna (33.94 × 14.87 mm), along 

with fragments from the radius, ribs, femora (with a nearly vertically broken femoral head), and 
some unidentified bones. 

Age and sex diagnosis
The bones belonged to the female individual found inside the cup.

Cremated human remains outside the cup (original inscription of the box) – inv. no.  
P 71.368

Total weight of the human remains: 387 g.
The skeleton portions had a white colour, indicating they were burnt at an approximate 

temperature of 850°C.
Along with the human bones, there were 23 fragments from an unknown animal. 
Neurocranium
Fragments of the frontal, parietal, and occipital bones were present, along with the upper 

margin of the right orbit and a portion of a petrous bone. 
Viscerocranium
Only part of the left malar was preserved.
Postcranial skeleton
There were portions of ribs, vertebrae, scapula, humerus, radius, and ulna. On a fragment of 

radius, a bluish‑green spot was observed, likely resulting from contact with a bronze object. Other 
fragmentary bones from the skeleton included parts from the calcanei, right talus, and phalanges. 

Of course, there were some bone portions which remained undetermined. 
Sex and age diagnosis
Based on the appearance and dimensions of the bones, it is likely that they belonged to the 

same individual whose remains were in the cup, an adult female, aged approximately 20‑30 years. 

Burial no. 15 – without inv. no.
Total weight of the human remains: 2 g.
The bones from that burial were few (only four). They were frail, had a white colour, and a 

chalky appearance. Along with them, there were 15 unburnt limestone pebbles bearing bluish‑green 
traces from contact with a bronze object, and another pebble with a brown‑yellowish colour. They 
were found together with a ceramic fragment of brown colour, similar to those in Burial no. 8, 
which also showed traces of secondary burning. 

Neurocranium 
From the skull, there were three small portions which could have belonged to the parietal bones 

and one from the occipital bone.
Viscerocranium
No teeth were preserved, which prevented a more precise determination of the individual’s age. 
Age and sex diagnosis
Due to their frailty, the remains were attributed to an infans I whose sex could not be 

determined. 
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PATHOLOGICAL ASPECTS

Osteoarthritis was observed on the spine of the skeleton in Burial no. 2, belonging to a male 
individual approximately 50 years old. Additionally, a carious process was present on an upper left 
molar of the individual in Burial no. 10, who was an infans II (8‑9 years old, based on the degree 
of dental development).

PALEODEMOGRAPHY

Although the number of individuals from this necropolis is small, limiting the possibility for 
more in‑depth studies on the paleodemography of the community, some observations can still 
be made about its characteristics. The children, from both categories, infans I (0‑7 years) and 
infans II (7‑14 years), had a combined mortality rate of 27.27%, comparable to that observed in 
other Bronze Age necropolises (e.g. Zimnicea I – 26.93%, Cândeşti – 25.43%, Brăeşti – 28.57%, 
Truşeşti – 36.89%)109. 

For the present‑day territory of Romania, a paleodemographic study had indicated an 
increase in child mortality over the Bronze Age, starting from around 27% and reaching nearly 
50%110. In the skeletal series from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata, only a single juvenis individual was 
present (9.09%), which was included in the total number of five female individuals. If we discuss 
the sex‑ratio, we should point out that, in past populations living in the area corresponding to 
present‑day Romania, similarly to recent times, female individuals were more resilient than 
male individuals, thereby living longer and healthier. Females are more frequently found in 
the age category of senilis (60+). Accordingly, in most Bronze Age necropolises, the number 
of deceased males exceeds that of females, despite their similar proportion (e.g. Zimnicea I – 
54.05%, Sărata Monteoru – 52.50%, Cândeşti – 59.25%, Doina – 62.50%, Crasnaleuca – 64%, 
Zimnicea II – 55.17%)111. However, in the case of the necropolis from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata, the 
higher number of female individuals might be a genuine result, or it could be biased, due to the 
partial analysis of the necropolis from archaeological and anthropological perspectives (Tab. 2; 
Graph 3). In comparison, if we take a look at the cemetery from Luduş, we could find that the 
cemetery comprised a number of 29 burials, 28 of which contained a total of 30 individuals, and 
one cenotaph, in addition to a few other destroyed interments. The number of female individuals 
is small (5 out of 27 individuals with established sex) but this figure is not conclusive, since the 
sex of three adult individuals and one juvenis could not be determined, and two additional burials 
lack sufficient anthropological data112.

In the studied cemetery, there was a larger proportion of female individuals, totaling six 
(54.55%), while males numbered two (18.18%) (Tab. 2; Graph 2). 

109 Caramelea, Maximilian 1962a; Necrasov 1979; Necrasov et alii 1980; Dascălu 2007, p. 106.
110 Miu 1996, p. 13.
111 Caramelea, Maximilian 1962a; Caramelea, Maximilian 1962b; Miu 1996, p. 10, Tab. 1.
112 Berecki 2016, p. 45; Gál 2016, p. 74. 
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Graph 2. Proportion between the age groups in the necropolis from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata.

Graph 3. Sex‑ratio in the necropolis from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata.

by sex, it was 24.80 years for females and 40.00 years for males. Both values may be slightly 
biased due to the limited number of skeletons and the partial anthropological investigation of the 
cemetery. Consequently, the life expectancy table could not be constructed for the same reasons. 

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE FUNERARY RITES AND RITUALS

The necropolis from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata included only cremated individuals. However, 
it is important to keep in mind that the Wietenberg culture was characterized by a wide variety 
of funerary practices, which included cremation and inhumation, both of whole bodies and of 
just parts of them. Moreover, there are cases of biritual burials, which we believe held specific 
social significance. Overall, cremation accounted for about 90% of the graves, while inhumation 
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represented only about 10%119. For example, in the cemetery from Sibişeni, Ion Motzoi‑Chicideanu 
considered the inhumation rite to be merely “adjacent and secondary”120.

There were also burials containing both cremated and inhumed individuals, as observed at 
Vinţu de Jos121, which may ref lect social interrelation among those individuals. Additionally, 
we can consider body manipulation practices: for example, a skull deposition was found in the 
settlement from Derşida (Sălaj County), and a headless skeleton was discovered at Bernadea 
(Mureş County)122. According to some specialists, inhumation burials were associated with 
human sacrifices123, a practice documented at sites such as Oarţa de Sus (Maramureş County)124. 
Cannibalism has also been interpreted as an existing practice125, as evidenced in Pit 4 at the 
previously mentioned site, where some human bone portions were found together with animal 
bones, including fish bones, all bearing traces of fire. As the human bones were placed together 
with animal ones, this was not the case of a famine, which usually results in the practice of 
human cannibalism; therefore, we could consider that in this situation the ritual cannibalism was 
present126. In the same pit, a hearth was also discovered, along with four probably complete horse 
skeletons and three sheep skeletons127. As another example from the Bronze Age, at the site from 
Costişa (Neamţ County), a selective analysis of bones from the deceased was performed. Moreover, 
some of these bone pieces were repurposed for practical, utilitarian functions, such as spindle 
whorls or adornments128. 

In such a diversity of bodily treatments, alongside the presence of complete skeletons129, 
there was a frequent occurrence of fragmentary skeletal deposits. This pattern might indicate a 
belief in the dividual body of the deceased, a concept that appears to have been present in some 
cultures throughout prehistory130. In this context, an interesting classification and explanation of 
the meaning of these dividual bodies was proposed by Nona Palincaş. She identified three main 
categories of mortuary treatments for the deceased:

Inhumed individuals

1. Complete or recomposed skeletons, associated with the sun cult, nourishment, and 
tradition;

2. The dividual body, with its two subcategories:

119 Palincaş 2014, p. 304. 
120 Motzoi‑Chicideanu 2011, p. 533.
121 Motzoi‑Chicideanu 2011, p. 535.
122 Palincaş 2014, p. 304.
123 Rotea 2009, p. 54. See also discussions on this topic in Berecki 2016, p. 36.
124 Kacsó 2013, p. 112; Marc 2016, p. 64‑65.
125 See Berecki 2016, p. 35 for further discussions on this topic. 
126 A. Comşa, Schuster 1995; Berecki 2016, p. 35.
127 Haimovici 2003, p. 63; Marc 2016, p. 66.
128 Popescu et alii 2016.
129 See, for instance, A. Comşa 2000; A. Comşa 2019, p. 135‑137.
130 The dividual body represents a shift from viewing the human body as a complete entity, towards a more complex 
interpretation related to personhood and its social and spiritual significance. This concept also encompasses the division 
of the corpse into two or more parts, often associated with their symbolic or emotional value. See, for instance, Palincaș 
2014; Marc 2016, p. 67; Chapman 2020; Lazăr 2021, p. 133. 
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2a. The body divided into two parts (with skull and the remainder of the corpse). In 
this case, unlike other interpretations, the aforementioned specialist considers that the 
head was related to the sun/sky131, while the rest of the skeleton was connected with the 
vegetation and earth;

2b. The body divided into three parts (the head and hands, the torso, and the legs) was 
mostly associated with depositions of animal bones and linked to various human activities. 
It appears that the agriculturalists were highly regarded, with the head and hands related to 
farming activities. The torso was associated with an activity not yet clearly documented, 
while the legs, based on other elements of the funerary inventory found in these burials, 
were related to trade and mobility of goods132. 

In our opinion, such practices were long‑lasting ones, as they are also documented in the 
Neo‑Eneolithic and later in the Iron Age. However, their spiritual significance might have been 
distinct, with interpretations differing from one community to another, or evolving over time. 
These details will be better understood through further funerary discoveries.

Cremated individuals

In this category of interments, Nona Palincaș considers that no definitive connections could be 
established with earlier examples, as “cremated bodies were also divided along other possible lines 
(e.g. a left‑right axis) other than from the fragmentation produced through the cremation process 
itself ”. She also emphasized that it is impossible to confirm the practice of cannibalism under such 
circumstances. By all means, the complete body held a comprehensive array of meanings: it was 
the seat of complete power or soul, and was considered equivalent to fragmented bodies, as well 
as to consumed ones, since in the latter case people were unified through shared consumption of 
the body133. 

The dividual persona of the deceased in European prehistory is a significant topic of discussion 
that allows scientists to draw complex conclusions. Notably, in Great Britain, Joanna Brück 
described the deceased as “a fractured and relational entity interpermeated with other selves and 
containing traces of past places, people and events brought together in novel combinations”134. This 
might also be applicable to other regions of the continent. Thus, social memory becomes neither 
fossilized nor static but a continual, productive process of self‑production and social reproduction, 
facilitated by a constant exchange of goods and human bones135. 

Combined burnt and unburnt human bodily parts

In this category, the idea that the bones belonged to a single individual, who was partially 
burnt and partially inhumed, has been questioned. There is no definitive evidence due to the 

131 Palincaş 2013.
132 Palincaş 2014, p. 321.
133 Palincaş 2014, p. 321.
134 Brück 2006, p. 311. 
135 Budja 2010, p. 52.
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limited anthropological studies, but it appears that, in the case of Pit 29 from Oarţa de Sus, the 
large quantity of bones could not belong solely to the skull of the male individual buried there. 
Conversely, it was suggested that the entire collection of burnt and unburnt bones “evoked” a 
composed skeleton. However, this was not a valid assumption for Burial no. 35 from Sibişeni136. 

Comparisons

The first comparison that we can partly use is with the partial anthropological data obtained for 
the necropolis discovered at Bistriţa – Cetate, which comprised 38 burials (Fig. 10), 15 of which were 
destroyed. The remaining 23 appear to have been anthropologically studied, resulting in 11 adults,  
5 juvenis and 7 children (Tab. 3)137. No additional details are available regarding the sex of 

136 Palincaş 2014, p. 318.
137 The author of the anthropological study was not mentioned in any of the published papers regarding the necropolis 
from Bistriţa. 

Fig. 10. Plan of the necropolis at Bistrița (after Bălan, Fântâneanu, Anghel 2024, p. 28, fig. 2/13).
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the individuals or their categories among children (infans I or II)138. Once again, we can observe 
the high proportion of the deceased children, which aligns with the overall pattern of Bronze Age 
mortality, reaching 30.43%. Conversely, the juvenis category contains a rather high number of 
individuals (5), representing 21.74%. 

This is quite unusual, as the juvenis category typically accounts for a limited number of 
deceased individuals. We should also note the absence of the maturus and senilis categories, which, 
as in other examples, ref lect a short lifespan characteristic of the people living in that community. 
This could be attributed to a variety of factors, such as living and sanitary conditions, but also to 
other unknown influences.

Sex/Age Female Male Unknown Total
No. % No. % No. % No. %

Infans I 
(0‑7 years) ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Infans II
(7‑14 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ 7139 30.43

Juvenis 
(14‑20 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ 5 21.74

Adultus
(20‑30 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ 11 47.83

Maturus
(30‑60 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑

Senilis
(60‑x years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑

Total ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ 23 100.00

Tab. 3. Repartition on sexes and age categories in the cremation necropolis from Bistriţa – Cetate.139

In 2014, an exhibition catalogue was published regarding the Wietenberg necropolis discovered 
near Sebeş140 (Alba County)141. In fact, this volume contained a synthesis of the material culture, 
including the most significant archaeological information and illustrations. Subsequently, a more 
detailed volume about this cemetery was made available142, which also included the anthropological 
data resulting from the preventive archaeological research carried out in 2011143 at the Wietenberg 
necropolis discovered at Sebeş – La răstoace, located along the route of the highway that was 
planned to connect the towns of Arad and Sibiu, which was about to be constructed in that area. The 
site included remnants from the Bronze Age (the Wietenberg necropolis), the Iron Age (six Gáva 
features), and some from the Middle Ages (a settlement). This Bronze Age cemetery was divided 

138 Crişan, Dănilă 1961; Crişan 1970. Ion Motzoi‑Chicideanu had previously emphasized this situation (Motzoi‑Chicideanu 
2011, p. 531).
139 According to these figures, we can assume that this number included both categories of children, namely infans I 
and infans II.
140 This is a town situated in southwestern Transylvania.
141 Fântâneanu et alii 2014.
142 Fântâneanu et alii 2017.
143 Gál 2017.
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into three distinct groups of burials, each containing a different number of interments: the first 
group comprised 44 burials, concentrated in the central and northeastern parts of the studied area; 
the second included 12 burials, concentrated in the southern part; and the third group contained four 
burials, located in the western part. Burial no. 7 was slightly separated from all groups, positioned 
at the boundary between groups 2 and 3 but closer to the southern part of the area144.

Regarding the anthropological study included in that volume, we can state that it cannot 
be directly compared with data from the necropolis at Dumbrăviţa, due to the use of different 
methodologies. Nonetheless, according to the author, there is a notable presence of a large 
proportion of children’s burials (41%), especially of very young children. This feature was not 
observed in such a proportion at Dumbrăviţa or at Bistriţa. Moreover, aside from many other 
aspects that could be discussed regarding this analysis, it can be pointed out that the absence or 
presence of charcoal alongside the deceased145 may be part of the funerary ritual, or it could be 
connected to some social or spiritual aspects, rather than merely related to care taken in collecting 
the remains from the pyre. 

Furthermore, under these circumstances, there is no need to compare these findings with the 
Roman Period, as it occurred much later in time. Instead, we have other cremation cemeteries dated 
to the Romanian Bronze Age. As observed in the necropolis at Dumbrăviţa – Stricata, charcoal was 
present only in Burial no. 11 and in Burial no. 14 b, near the cup. These charcoal fragments could 
not have been accidentally placed there, as they have a distinct colour, compared to the human 
cremains. Regarding the women from Sebeş, we cannot consider that they died during pregnancy 
or childbirth146, as the same cannot be said for women discovered in the necropolis from Plosca – 
Cabana de metal (Dolj County), belonging to the Žuto Brdo – Gârla Mare culture147, since such cases 
have never been documented in cremated skeletons. Due to the burning process, there is no concrete 
evidence to determine whether these babies were in utero, stillborn, or died during birth. There 
may be cases in which a baby was simply taken from another mother and sacrificed there, or other 
customs and beliefs might have influenced such “compositions” of adult–baby burials. A completely 
different situation arises when clear, relevant examples of inhumed cases are discovered, such as 
the four female individuals found in the Eneolithic necropolis at Cernica, a unique case in Romania, 
documenting the unfortunate event of women who truly died during childbirth148. 

Another comparison can be made with the necropolis from Cârna – Žuto Brdo – Gârla Mare 
culture149, for which paleodemographic data can be found in Tab. 4.

In this necropolis, belonging to the same culture as Plosca – Cabana de metal, a similar 
situation can be observed, with a very high number of deceased children. According to the author 
of the anthropological study, the infants who were sucklings accounted for a very high percentage 
of the deceased children (14 out of 33, representing 44.88%), while the number of children in the 
infans II category was very limited, constituting just 4.90%. The juvenis individuals were even 
less represented, accounting for only 1.97%. Adults exhibited a higher mortality rate, of 21.56%, 

144 Fântâneanu et alii 2014, p. 3.
145 Gál 2017, p. 78.
146 Gál 2017, p. 79.
147 Şandor‑Chicideanu, Constantinescu 2019, p. 76, 78.
148 In this situation, since we are discussing a physiological process, we could refer to a more remote period. See 
Cantacuzino, Fedorovici 1971; E. Comşa, Cantacuzino 2001, p. 178‑181; Enea 2011, p. 54. 
149 Nicolăescu‑Plopşor 1961.
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Sex/Age
Female Male Unknown Total

No. % No. % No. % No. %

Infans I 
(0‑7 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑

33 
(including 

the 14 
sucklings)

32.35 33 32.35

Infans II
(7‑14 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ 5 4.90 5 4.90

Juvenis 
(14‑20 years) ‑ ‑ ‑ ‑ 2 0.02 2 0.02

Adultus
(20‑30 years) 5 4.90 9  8.82 8 7.84 22 21.57

Maturus
(30‑60 years) 7 6.86 24 23.53 8 7.84 39 38.24

Senilis
(60+ years) 1 0.98 ‑ 1 0.98

Total 12 11.76 34 33.33 57 55.88 102 100

Tab. 4. Repartition by sex and age categories in the cremation necropolis from Cârna.

which increased further in the maturus category, reaching 38.24%. However, we should point 
out that males died more frequently, a fact which could be related to the warfare activities of 
that community. It is also noteworthy that the very low percentage of elderly people (senilis), at 
0.98%, is a characteristic shared with other Bronze Age cemeteries and even later ones, ref lecting 
the short lifespan in most prehistoric societies. When we look at Tab. 2, which refers to the 
paleo‑demography of the necropolis from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata, and if we set aside the figures 
presented there, we can observe somewhat similar characteristics. The only distinct element is 
the low mortality of the infans I, with just one individual (9.09%), which contrasts with the data 
from Cârna (where there were 33 individuals representing 32.35%). Furthermore, there is a higher 
number of infans II deceased (two individuals, accounting for 18.18%), along with a small number 
of juvenis (one individual, 9.09%), and an increased proportion of adults (36.36%) and matures 
(27.27%). Notably, the senilis category is absent, as in other cases. For instance, in the cemetery 
at Luduş, according to the life expectancy of that cemetery, no individual died after the age of  
45 years150. But we should not forget that the data could be biased by the small number of studied 
burials from the cemetery discovered at Dumbrăviţa – Stricata. In fact, the typical mortality curve 
in prehistory is usually characterized by a high proportion of infans I, which generally decreases 
as individuals reach adulthood. In the case of Dumbrăviţa – Stricata, it appears that, for various 
reasons, the immune system of that community was not fully developed after early childhood, 
resulting in a higher number of deceased infans II. However, the mortality rate seemed to normalize 
for the juvenis age group and continued normally thereafter. When considering the necropolis from 
Bistriţa – Cetate, we can suppose that the large number of children, for whom the age category was 
not specified, included both infans I and infans II. Therefore, we cannot draw precise conclusions 
about the proportion of these two groups, but we can observe that the overall mortality follows the 

150 Gál 2016, p. 75.
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“normal pattern” observed in many prehistoric necropolises, characterized by a reduced presence 
of deceased juvenis, but with an increased number of dead adults and matures (Tab. 3). We are 
unable to make a comparison with the cemetery from Plosca – Cabana de metal due to the absence 
of the table with sex and age distribution in the published anthropological study, and their exact 
number was not mentioned in the text either151.

SOME CONCLUSIONS

The necropolis from Dumbrăviţa – Stricata comprised a small number of individuals, and 
even so, not all skeletons could be studied, as the anthropological analysis was conducted decades 
after the discovery of the cemetery. Due to this situation, the data obtained may lead to biased 
conclusions regarding the overall characteristics of this skeletal series. In this necropolis, the 
human remains typically exhibited an advanced degree of cremation. In some cases, the cremains 
were found both inside the urn and outside of it (Burial no.1 and Burial no.14 b), but they still 
belonged to the same individual, with no other skeletal deposition near the respective vessel. There 
was only one double burial in this necropolis (Burial no. 14 a and b). Most of the individuals were 
accompanied by objects made of bronze, a fact evidenced by the bluish traces found on some 
bone fragments (especially on long ones), as well as on the skull of the skeleton in Burial no. 11 
(possibly a hair ring?). Most probably, these traces originated from adornments attached to clothing 
rather than from weapons or tools, since the stains were small and located both on the skull and on 
long bones of the individuals, but not in the proximity of their wrists. Usually, the cremains were 
collected from the pyre quite carefully, regardless of the age or sex of the deceased. This careful 
collection is emphasized by the representation of most bones in the burials, despite their relatively 
small amount. Of course, there are sometimes missing parts, and a significant exception to this 
rule was the child found in Burial no. 15, who had none of its long bones. However, we believe that 
this may not have been intentional, as we are dealing with the fragile bones of an infans I child, 
and it is possible that some of these bones were destroyed in the soil, or mistakenly considered 
as belonging to animals and consequently thrown away, or not collected. In any case, the highly 
variable quantity of human cremains indicates (aside from the different approaches to collecting 
bones from the pyre), the influence of soil disturbances that could have affected and destroyed the 
urns, at least their upper part, during agricultural activities. Other taphonomic and anthropogenic 
factors should also be considered. 

Animal offerings were found in some of the burials. In Burial no. 12, they were represented 
by ovicaprine metapodials, while in Burial no. 14 a, they were indicated by a small fragment of a 
scapula belonging to an unidentified species. Similar findings were observed in other burials152. 
The pebbles that appeared to be placed together with the cremains may have been collected 
accidentally from the pyre. However, they could also have been used as part of the ritual, as 
some were coloured white, while others were red, reddish, or brown‑yellowish. Additionally, in 
some burials, the pebbles showed no traces of burning. It is important to remember that pebbles, 
similar to larger stones, were used in the funerary practices of the Bronze Age in the territory 

151 Șandor‑Chicideanu, Constantinescu 2019, p. 69‑85.
152 Determination by dr. Georgeta El‑Susi, whom, like always, I express my gratitude. 
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corresponding to present‑day Romania and in neighbouring regions, carrying specific functions 
and meanings. 

Due to the presence of male, female, and child individuals alike in the same necropolis, we 
can consider that the cemetery belonged to a typical community (a non‑warrior one). We hope that 
the study of other cemeteries of the Wietenberg culture will provide new and interesting insights 
into the funerary customs of these communities.
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