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CONSIDERATIONS REGARDING THE PRESENCE 
OF AUTONOMOUS COINS FROM MESAMBRIA IN 
THE ISTRO‑PONTIC TERRITORY 

GABRIEL MIRCEA TALMAȚCHI*

Keywords: diobol, bronze coin, mint, isolated discoveries, hoards, Mesambria, Dobrudja,  
5th‑1st centuries BC
Abstract: The database of finds from the Istro-Pontic territory containing coins issued at Mesambria, 
in the pre-Roman period, has been substantially enriched in the last half century. The current state of 
information changes the way we can perceive today the presence and the possible role of these coins. 
The coin types found in the Istro‑Pontic territory are “Corinthian helmet” (in silver and bronze), 
“Athena/wheel” (bronze), “Athena Promarchos‑Alkis” (bronze), and “Dionysos/grape cluster” (bronze). 
Isolated coin discoveries are concentrated along the coastal area and relatively on the banks of the 
Danube. Most of the isolated finds seem to belong to the 3rd and 2nd centuries BC. The catalogued 
hoards form a relatively compact horizon, dated earlier (second half of the 4th century BC)  and seem 
to have been buried, in general, between 339-313 BC, in the context of a series of military events. 
The products of the mint of Mesambria and possible merchants or other individuals coming from this 
colonial centre entered the Istro‑Pontic area from the south, and, through intermediaries, they also 
reached the power centres of the local communities.

Cuvinte cheie: diobol, monedă din bronz, monetărie, descoperiri izolate, tezaure, Mesambria, 
Dobrogea, secolele V‑I a.Chr.
Rezumat: Baza de date a descoperirilor din teritoriul istro-pontic care conțin monede emise în 
perioada preromană la Mesambria s-a îmbogățit substanțial în ultima jumătate de secol. Starea 
actuală a informației modifică modul în care putem astăzi înțelege prezența și posibilul rol al acestor 
monede. Tipurile monetare prezente în teritoriul istro‑pontic sunt „coif corinthic” (în argint și bronz), 
„Athena/roata” (bronz), „Athena Promarchos‑Alkis” (bronz) și „Dionysos/ciorchine de strugure” 
(bronz). Descoperirile monetare izolate sunt concentrate pe coasta litorală și relativ pe malul Dunării. 
Cele mai multe dintre exemplarele descoperite izolat par să aparțină secolelor III-II a.Chr. Tezaurele 
repertoriate formează un orizont relativ compact, mai timpuriu (a doua jumătate a secolului al IV‑lea 
p.Chr.) și par a fi fost îngropate, în general, între anii 339-313 a.Chr., în contextul unei serii de 
evenimente militare. Produsele atelierului monetar de la Mesambria și posibilii negustori sau alte 

* Museum of National History and Archaeology, Constanța; e-mail: gtalmatchi@yahoo.com.
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persoane particulare venite din acest centru colonial au pătruns în spațiul istro‑pontic dinspre sud, 
și, prin intermediari, au ajuns și în centrele de putere ale comunităților autohtone.

INTRODUCTION

The city of Mesambria was founded in the late 6th or early 5th century BC1 by colonists from 
Khalkedon and Megara (Doric apoikia)2, but the first archaeological materials are dated to the 
beginning of the 5th century BC3. The colony was established on a peninsula 12 meters high and 
experienced significant development, transforming into a polis4, covering approximately 40 ha5. For 
the classical period, the city’s population is estimated at around 3000‑4000 inhabitants, of which 
700‑800 were hoplites6. The city benefited from an exceptional geographical position, providing 
a favourable environment for trade between the eastern Mediterranean region and the continental 
Thracian territories7. Despite its economic and commercial development, its sphere of inf luence 
remained relatively limited compared to other colonies on the western coast of the Black Sea8.

THE PRE‑ROMAN MINT OF MESAMBRIA

The issuing of coins has represented an evolved stage of the Greek poleis development and it 
corresponded to an increasing necessity to facilitate the forms of collaboration between the natives 
and the Greeks as well as between various Greek communities too. Thus, genuine lines of exchange 
have been created, modified, starting with the 4th century BC, owing to the dynamics of the local 
or zonal political relations.

Opened since the 4th century BC9, the monetary workshop of Mesambria issued, during the 
autonomous period, a great quantity of coins, in bronze as well as in silver, which have had an 
impressive diffusion during the Hellenistic period10. During the Classical period, Mesambria 
minted diobols with a Corinthian helmet on the obverse and a wheel with the letters M, E, T, and 
A inserted between its spokes on the reverse. According to Ivan Karayotov, starting around the 
mid‑4th century BC (approximately), Mesambria began minting small‑denomination silver coins 
of the “Corinthian helmet” type, without excluding the possibility that minting began in the first 
half of the century (around 325 BC)11, and continuing until the last quarter of the same century 

1 Boardman 1981, p. 290‑291; Hind 1998, p. 138.
2 Avram, Hind, Tsetskhladze 2004, p. 935.
3 Hind 1998, p. 138.
4 Avram, Hind, Tsetskhladze 2004, p. 935.
5 Hind 1992‑1993, p. 86; Preshlov 2003, p. 159.
6 Avram, Hind, Tsetskhladze 2004, p. 935.
7 Preshlov 2003, p. 171.
8 Preshlov 2003, p. 158.
9 Karayotov 1994, p. 75.
10 Karayotov 1995, p. 24‑27; Karajotov 2003, p. 72; Karayotov 2005, p. 194.
11 In a previous work, it was considered that during the 3rd century BC, bronze coins of the “Corinthian helmet” type 
predominated, according to Karajotov 1992, p. 119.
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(or even the first quarter of the 3rd century BC)12. Their circulation, based on existing evidence, is 
recorded until around 175 BC, meaning they had “an extraordinarily long duration”13. There are 
also earlier datings for some specimens, placing them between 450‑350 BC14.

In the Late Classical (4th century BC) and Hellenistic periods (3rd and 2nd centuries BC), 
Mesambria minted bronze coins with the Corinthian helmet and a wheel (with the letters M, E, Σ, and  
A between its spokes). Additionally, another widely circulated coin type features the head of an 
Amazon on the obverse and “Athena Alkis” on the reverse. The reverse legend appears either 
as METAMBRIANΩN or MEΣAMBRIANΩN. Based on the materials published by Bulgarian 
researchers, a chronological distinction can be made: coins bearing the first legend are earlier, 
corresponding to the years 275‑175 BC, while those with the second legend correspond to the 
period between 175‑72 BC15. More precisely, the bronze coins of the “Athena Alkis” type with the 
METAM/BPIANΩN legend are dated (with three variants A, B, and C) from 275 to 220 BC (for 
variants A and B) and 180/175 BC (for variant C)16. Those of the same “Athena Alkis” type but 
with the MEΣAM/BPIANΩN legend are dated between 175/170 and 115/100 BC, benefiting from 
the same widespread circulation17.

In the late Hellenistic period, from the Mesambrian mint, the bronze coins of the Dionysos type 
with a grape cluster are of particular interest for our region. Specifically, such coins were minted 
starting from the first decade of the 1st century BC, and the type is considered to be iconographically 
inf luenced by the bronze coinage of Mithridates VI Eupator18, a situation observed even after the 
middle of the same century19.

COIN DISCOVERIES FROM THE ISTRO‑PONTIC TERRITORY

Any numismatic analysis is an eloquent, precise, and indispensable document for completing 
archaeological studies. However, this does not absolve certain shortcomings related to the limits of 
numismatic research. For example, we refer to the way coins are published, the lack of necessary 
details (where applicable), the fact that some discovered specimens are not brought to the attention 
of the scientific world due to subjective rather than objective reasons; and, not least, depending on 
the conditions of discovery, the lack of archaeological context or information regarding the rest of 
the inventory in the case of closed features (dwellings, graves, etc.).

When talking about the existence of economic and commercial relations between various 
Greek centres, in the bibliography on this topic, the scholars called the attention to the difficulty 
of establishing what their nature is, being classified as direct or intermediate penetrations, with 

12 Karayotov 1994, p. 23, 27‑28, 75.
13 Karayotov 2009, p. 36‑37.
14 SNG Sweden II, pl. 23, no. 774; SNG Blackburn Museum, pl. XIII, no. 327.
15 Karayotov 1995, p. 40.
16 Karajotov 1992, p. 119; Karayotov 2009, p. 52.
17 Talmațchi 2005a, p. 117; Karayotov 1995, p. 24‑27, 36‑38; Karayotov 2009, p. 59, 61.
18 Karajotov 2000, p. 82.
19 Karayotov 2009, p. 66‑68; Karayotov 2011, p. 66; in 1992 (Karajotov 1992, p. 119) it was considered that this coin 
type was generally minted during the 1st century BC.
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economic and political affairs or human displacement20. However, the localizations that have been 
made can offer, out of caution, only a general geographic direction.

The mint of Mesambria deserves an important place among the most prolific presences in 
Dobrudja, both through isolated finds and hoards, dated to the 4th‑1st centuries BC. Numerous 
localities in Dobrudja have provided coins minted at the Mesambria mint, dating from the 
pre‑Roman period.

At Babadag (Tulcea County), near a Greek‑native settlement, a “Corinthian helmet” type 
diobol (5th century BC / 4th century BC) was discovered fortuitously21. From Balčik (Balčik region, 
Bulgaria), without data regarding the context of the discovery, comes a bronze coin of the “Athena 
Alkis” type (250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC)22. At Božurec (Kavarna, Bulgaria), without known 
context or discovery conditions, a bronze coin of the “Corinthian helmet” type (about 450‑350 BC 
/ 4th‑3rd century BC) is mentioned as having been found23.

At Constanța (Constanța County), several isolated discoveries have been made. Thus, in the 
1960s (1961?), during the dismantling of the city’s Old Train Station, in the context of building 
residential blocks and installing sewage systems, several bronze coins were accidentally discovered. 
They were minted in the Hellenistic period in Tomis (two specimens), Mesambria (“Corinthian 
helmet” type, one specimen), and Dionysopolis (one specimen)24. It is very likely that these coins 
came from several disturbed and partially destroyed graves due to the construction works25. In 
1960, a bronze coin of the “Athena Alkis” type (250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC) was discovered in a 
sarcophagus, in the area of the Hellenistic period necropolis, on the current Ferdinand Boulevard26. 
Also, in the 1960s, on the former Filimon Sîrbu Boulevard (now I. C. Brătianu Boulevard), two 
Mesambrian bronze coins of the “Athena Alkis” type were found by chance27. From the same area, 
a cremation grave discovered in 1961 is known, with its inventory dated to the late 3rd and early  
2nd century BC28. In 1960‑1961, on Călărași Street, two bronze coins were found, one Mesambrian of 
the “Corinthian helmet” type, and the other Histrian of the “wheel” type29. In this area, a cremation 
grave dated to the 2nd century BC was discovered in 196130. In 1977‑1978, from the area of the 
future Tomis III agricultural market, during the dismantling of a large building previously (1940s, 
1950s, and 1960s) used to house horses – a stable – at the base of the foundations, a Mesambrian 
bronze coin of the “Corinthian helmet” type was found31. At the end of the 1960s, in the Anadolchoi 
neighbourhood32, two bronze coins were discovered by chance during the excavation of trenches 

20 Poenaru Bordea 1970, p. 133.
21 Unpublished.
22 Petrescu‑Dîmboviţa 1951, p. 4; Karayotov 2005, p. 208, no. 49; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 158, no. 3.
23 Karayotov 2005, p. 207, no. 25.
24 Talmațchi 2017, p. 278‑279.
25 Very few of the graves could be recovered with their inventory intact. See in this regard at Bucovală 1967, p. 12‑13, 
no. 3, p. 35, no. 24, p. 87, no. 53, p. 97‑104, nos. 60‑63, p. 108‑109, no. 67, p. 112‑115, nos. 69‑72, p. 117, no. 74.
26 Talmaţchi 2001, p. 129‑130, no. 75; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 160, no. 10.
27 Talmațchi 2017, p. 280.
28 Bucovală 1967, p. 47‑51, no. 33.
29 Talmațchi 2017, p. 280‑281.
30 Bucovală 1967, p. 89, no. 55.
31 Talmațchi 2017, p. 281.
32 Today a district of Constanța, in ancient times it was a settlement and necropolis within the territory of Tomis.
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for utility installations. During the connection of a pipeline, at a depth of 1.00/1.15 m, ceramic 
fragments, a lot of ash, a fragment of a lamp (probably Hellenistic), and two bronze coins were 
found, one Odessitan of the Great Zeus type and the other Mesambrian of the “Corinthian helmet” 
type33. All of these likely belonged to a cremation grave from a Greek period necropolis.

At Dobrič (Dobrič region, Bulgaria), in unknown circumstances, a bronze coin of the “Athena 
Alkis” type (250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC) was discovered34. At Floriile (probably from the 
Adâncata site, Constanța County), two diobols from Mesambria were accidentally discovered 
in the area of the locality35. In the 1990s, in unspecified circumstances, three bronze coins from 
Mesambria were discovered at Izvoarele (Lipnița commune, Constanța County): two coins of the 
“Corinthian helmet” type and a Dionysos piece (second half of the 1st century BC)36. From Histria 
(Istria commune, Constanța County) come two bronze coins of the Athena/wheel type, discovered 
during archaeological excavations conducted between 1914‑1943 (about 450‑350 BC / 4th century 
BC)37. Additionally, we mention a bronze coin of the “Athena Alkis” type, discovered accidentally 
during a field survey (250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC)38.

At Mangalia (Constanța County), several pre‑Roman Mesambrian coin discoveries have been 
made. In the 1960s, on the western side of the Hellenistic enclosure, probably in the area of the 
Hellenistic and Romano‑Byzantine necropolises, during the digging of a well and other works on 
a private property, four bronze coins were discovered: one Callatian of the Dionysos/wreath type 
and three Mesambrian coins of the “Corinthian helmet”, “Athena Alkis”, and Dionysos types39. 
Also in the 1960s, a Mesambrian bronze coin of the “Corinthian helmet” type was discovered 
on the surface, following mechanized interventions at a construction site in the southwestern 
part of Mangalia40. The archaeological bibliography also mentions excavations carried out in the 
southwestern part of the city in 1961, where six inhumation and cremation graves were discovered, 
with inventories dating from the second half of the 4th century to the entire 3rd century BC41. It is 
possible that this coin also came from a funerary context.

Sometime between 1958‑1960, in the Stadion area, two Mesambrian bronze coins of the “Athena 
Alkis” type were discovered and recovered, likely from graves disturbed by bulldozer scoops42. One 
of the two was later lost. There are also reports of the existence of a Hellenistic necropolis in the 
area, dated to the 4th‑3rd centuries BC, although finds from subsequent centuries are also present43. 
During the construction of the Summer Theatre and the stadium, the “papyrus grave” and cremation 

33 Talmațchi 2017, p. 282.
34 Karayotov 1995, p. 37, no. 56; Karayotov 2005, p. 209, no. 52; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 160, no. 11.
35 Talmaţchi 2005b, p. 20, nos. 20‑21.
36 Talmaţchi 2002‑2003, p. 382, no. 219; Karayotov 2005, p. 210, no. 71; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 161, no. 18; Talmațchi 
2007, p. 19, 111; Talmațchi 2011, p. 22; Talmațchi 2018, p. 327, nos. 1‑2.
37 Preda, Nubar 1973, p. 138, nos. 797‑798; Preda 1998, p. 90; Karayotov 2005, p. 210, no. 69; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 161, 
no. 14.
38 Talmaţchi 2001, p. 129, no. 74; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 161, no. 14.
39 Talmațchi 2017, p. 282‑283.
40 Talmațchi 2017, p. 285.
41 Preda 1966.
42 Talmațchi 2017, p. 285‑286.
43 Preda 1961; Zavatin‑Coman 1972a, p. 111; Zavatin‑Coman 1972b, p. 275.
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graves belonging to the tumular and flat Hellenistic necropolis were discovered44. In the same area, 
in 1972, construction work was carried out for the building of a large spa sanatorium. Following 
archaeological intervention, “due to the conditions under which the archaeological supervision took 
place, on a construction site with modern foundation excavation means, it was insufficient to save 
some of the graves, and those observed were merely recorded on the general plan”45.

Other discoveries were prompted by repeated collapses of the cliff on the Black Sea shore 
after 1975 (1976?). One notable find was a Mesambrian bronze coin of the “Athena Alkis” type, 
discovered by chance46. Also, at Callatis, seven additional bronze coins of the “Athena Alkis” type 
(250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC) were accidentally discovered during field research47.

At Medgidia (Constanța County), during a field survey in 1980, a bronze coin of the “Corinthian 
helmet” type was found48. From the surroundings of Pecineaga (Constanța County), a bronze coin 
of the “Athena Alkis” type was discovered in 1963 (250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC)49. From the 
vicinity of Poiana Teiului (Tulcea County), a bronze coin of the “Athena Alkis” type was discovered 
in 2005 (250‑175 BC / 2nd century BC)50. At Sinoie (Mihai Viteazu commune, Constanța County), 
a Mesambrian diobol was found near the locality51. Additionally, by chance, a bronze coin of the 
“Corinthian helmet” type was discovered (about 450‑350 BC / mid‑3rd century BC)52.

Also, in Dobrudja area were discovered several bronze coins of the Mesambrian “Corinthian 
helmet” type (one)53 and “Athena Alkis” (six pieces, three of which are unpublished, 250‑175 BC / 
2nd century BC)54. Of the latter type, five specimens come from the coastal area of the Black Sea, 
and one from southern Dobrudja. All were chance discoveries.

MONETARY HOARDS

In the historical region of Dobrudja and in today’s northeastern Bulgaria, several coin hoards 
containing silver coins from Mesambria and Apollonia Pontica are certainly known (Fig. 1). 
A total of four coin hoards have been catalogued, discovered in northeastern Bulgaria at General 
Kantardžievo (Aksakovo Municipality, Varna region), Kladenci (Tervel Municipality, Dobrič 
region), Medovec (Dălgopol Municipality, Varna region), and Vratarite (Dobrička commune, Dobrič 
region). The hoard found at General Kantardžievo consists of 66 diobols, out of which 31 are from 

44 Preda, Popescu, Diaconu 1962, p. 445‑451.
45 Preda, Georgescu 1975, p. 55‑56.
46 Talmațchi 2017, p. 286‑287.
47 Petrescu‑Dîmboviţa 1951, p. 4‑5; Karayotov 1995, p. 36, no. 47; Preda 1998, p. 90; Karayotov 2005, p. 208, no. 37; 
Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 162, no. 23, and four unpublished pieces.
48 Talmaţchi 2001, p. 129, no. 73; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 162, no. 24; Talmațchi 2011, p. 32‑33, no. 8.
49 Unpublished.
50 Unpublished.
51 Ungureanu, Matei 2003, p. 34, no. 6; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 163, no. 32.
52 Unpublished; Talmaţchi 2002‑2003, p. 378, no. 196; Karayotov 2005, p. 215, no. 155; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 163, no. 32; 
Talmațchi 2011, p. 33, nos. 9‑10.
53 Karayotov 1995, p. 35, no. 29; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 164, no. 40.
54 Talmaţchi 2001, p. 130, nos. 76‑77; Karayotov 2005, p. 209, no. 53; Talmaţchi 2006a, p. 164, no. 40; Talmațchi 2011, 
p. 33, no. 11.
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Fig. 1. Map with discoveries of pre‑Roman Mesambrian and Apollonian 
monetary hoards from Dobrudja: 1. General Kantardžievo; 2. Kladenci;  

3. Medovec; 4. Vratarite; 5. Constanța; 6. Mangalia; 7. Chirnogeni.
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Apollonia Pontica and 35 from Mesambria55. The one discovered at Kladenci is composed of three 
diobols, one from Apollonia and two from Mesambria56. The Medovec hoard contains 20 diobols, 
including four reduced drachmas from Apollonia Pontica and 16 diobols from Mesambria57. Finally, 
the hoard found at Vratarite consists of 132 diobols, with 66 from Apollonia Pontica and 66 from 
Mesambria, all preserved in a Red‑Figure decorated lekythos58. 

To these hoards, we can add three more discovered in Dobrudja within the present‑day borders 
of Romania, specifically at Constanța (Tomis), Mangalia (Callatis), and Chirnogeni (Chirnogeni 
commune, Constanța County). The hoard from Constanța was mentioned in 1944 as consisting of 
30‑40 silver coins from Apollonia Pontica (Medusa type) and Mesambria (“Corinthian helmet” 
type, seen from the front), probably discovered in 191159. These were donated to the Romanian 
Academy by Iacob Papazian from Constanța60. A recently published article identified 14 coins 
from Apollonia Pontica and two from Mesambria, belonging to the same hoard, in the collection 
of the Romanian Academy Library61.

The hoard from Mangalia has a funerary character and comprised a total of 14 silver 
coins, including one drachma (Anchor/Gorgon type) and three diobols (Medusa/Anchor type) 
from Apollonia Pontica, six hemidrachms from Callatis (Herakles type), and four diobols from 
Mesambria (Corinthian helmet type, seen from the front)62. Specifically, at the intersection of 
Vasile Pârvan and Șoseaua Constanței streets, around 1958, during work to resize the local sewage 
system, an unspecified number of “Greek” silver coins were found together. We do not know if they 
were kept in a vessel or if they came from a grave outside the city walls (extramuros). Additionally, 
we do not know if there were any other items in the inventory. However, we can speculate on these 
possibilities based on numerous archaeological records regarding the ancient topography of the 
city. Further interventions in the area were carried out in 1982 during rescue excavations63.

At Chirnogeni, in the early 21st century, a hoard was discovered with the help of metal 
detectors, consisting of at least 14 silver coins of the “Corinthian helmet” type, minted during 
the Hellenistic period at Mesambria. The very few preserved details about the discovery context 
exclude the presence of a vessel. Additionally, it is highly likely that the 14 recovered specimens 
do not represent all the coins discovered (possibly at least 20 specimens). In comparison with other 
hoards, which seem to be associated with this one within a distinct monetary horizon, the silver 
coins from Apollonia Pontica are absent. It is important to note that there were two lots from the 
same discovery, which were purchased separately by the same person from different individuals. 
The first lot contained nine specimens, and the second five specimens. The hoard discovered at 
Chirnogeni, although it does not contain silver coins from Apollonia Pontica, is part of a horizon of 

55 Draganov, Paunov 2017.
56 Karayotov 1995, p. 27; Draganov, Paunov 2017, p. 309.
57 Karayotov 1994, p. 26‑27; Yordanova 2013; Draganov, Paunov 2017, p. 308; Ivanova 2017.
58 Karayotov 1994, p. 24‑27, 70; Karayotov 1995, p. 27, no. 1; Talmațchi 2007, p. 164, no. 4; Custurea, Talmațchi 2011, 
p. 384, no. 176; Ivanova 2017, p. 99‑100; Draganov, Paunov 2017, p. 308.
59 Moisil 1944, p. 5, nos. 40, 42; Thompson, Mørkholm, Kraay 1973, p. 104, no. 771; Talmațchi 2007, p. 164, no. 1; 
Custurea, Talmațchi 2011, p. 169, no. 31‑VIII.
60 Moisil 1944, p. 5, nos. 40, 42.
61 Petac, Vîlcu 2019.
62 Talmațchi 2017, p. 287‑289.
63 Georgescu, Lascu 1995, p. 26.
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hoards found in historical Dobrudja and today’s northeastern Bulgaria, likely buried between 339 
and 313 BC64. In the absence of archaeological context, considering the observations made during 
surface surveys in the area by a team of archaeologists from the Museum of National History and 
Archaeology in Constanța, we could speculate that the discovery may have come from a funerary 
inventory. However, it could just as easily have been buried in the context of an imminent danger, 
being not recovered due to the owner’s death.

COMMENTS

1. Isolated finds

The silver coins from Mesambria (diobols) are present in isolated discoveries (four specimens) 
and in coin hoards. For the bronze coins corresponding to various types minted at Mesambria 
during the pre‑Roman period, the discoveries are much more numerous and varied. A total of 
48 specimens have been catalogued, of which 13 are of the “Corinthian helmet” type (27.08%), 
two of the Athena/wheel type (4.16%), 31 of the “Athena Alkis” type (64.58%), and two of the 
Dionysos type (4.16%). This situation suggests a significant penetration starting from the Classical 
period, with a considerable increase in the presence of Mesambrian coinage during the Hellenistic 
period. Of the 48 specimens, 28 were discovered along the coastal area (58.33%), 10 along the 
Dobrudjan bank of the Danube (20.83%), and three in the central continental area (6.25%). Finally, 
seven coins are catalogued as Dobrudja passim (14.58%). Of those discovered in the coastal area, 
14 were found at Mangalia (Callatis) (50%), seven at Constanța (Tomis) (25%), and two at Histria 
(7.14%). All the “Danubian” discoveries are concentrated in southwestern Dobrudja, in the area of 
fortified settlements and open settlements specific to the local population.

Thus, according to the map in Fig. 2, it is easy to observe the concentration of these discoveries 
along the Black Sea coast and in the southwestern part of the Dobrudjan region. The representative 
number of coins discovered at Callatis, originating from the Mesambrian mint, further strengthens 
the opinion that this colony consistently preferred to establish good relations with colonies of 
Dorian origin while maintaining hostility or indifference towards those of Ionian origin65.

The autonomous mint of Mesambria is currently attested in discoveries from the Istro‑Pontic 
territory through several coin types. The coins of the “Corinthian helmet” type are among the 
early issues of the mint and second rank in terms of presence in both archaeological and chance 
discoveries. The iconographic details on this type also appear on silver coins (diobols) minted 
locally, based on an earlier coin type. As is the case north of the Danube, most of the coins 
belong to the “Athena Promarchos/Alkis” type, which is widespread in such discoveries66. For 
the Danubian‑Pontic region, we know numerous discoveries of bronze coins of the “Athena Alkis” 
type, making it the most prevalent type among Mesambrian coin finds.

The Dionysos/grape cluster coin type seems to have had much less circulation in Dobrudja 
compared to other Mesambrian autonomous period types. The coins of Mesambria, and likely the 

64 Talmațchi 2023, p. 25‑30.
65 Ruscu 2002, p. 167.
66 Draganov 1980, p. 15; Karajotov 1992, p. 119; Karayotov 1995.
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Fig. 2. Map with isolated Mesambrian monetary finds from the pre‑Roman 
period in Dobrudja: 1. Babadag; 2. Balčik; 3. Božurec; 4. Constanța;  
5. Dobrič; 6. Floriile; 7. Izvoarele; 8. Histria; 9. Mangalia; 10. Medgidia;  

11. Pecineaga; 12. Poiana Teilor; 13. Sinoie.
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merchants from this centre, penetrated the Istro‑Pontic region, reaching not only the coastal areas 
but also the power centres of the local communities.

Along the coastal region, besides their probable use in everyday commerce, many of the 
coins minted at Mesambria have been discovered in funerary inventories. The use of coins in 
practices beyond their strictly commercial application offers an interesting secondary aspect in 
specialised research, providing extremely valuable insights into their involvement, through human 
interaction, in areas far removed from their primary purpose. One of these areas is the funerary 
domain, including funerary practices and, more broadly, spiritual and religious life. In fact, the 
study of necropolises remains an exceptionally rich source of information. The inclusion of these 
coins in potential funerary contexts also ref lects the activities of the colonies within the broader 
scope of what we might call the realm of the dead, as an obol for Charon, corresponding to a 
Hellenistic‑period polis. Theoretically, for the ancient period, coins found in graves had a specific 
purpose, connected solely to spiritual and religious life. In many cases, they were part of voluntary 
deposits. Sometimes, they were used as jewellery or other accessories, the most accessible of 
which were catalogued as amulets67. As already observed, both in the Hellenistic and Roman 
worlds, these coins represented currency that was no longer used in the local or regional monetary 
market, having been out of actual circulation for sometimes several decades (constituting relic 
coins). These findings are particularly valid for coins cast or minted in common metals (bronze or 
copper). The preference for depositing Mesambrian coins in graves (as well as coins from Odessos, 
Apollonia, Dionysopolis, etc.) may have been partly due to the fact that they came from outside 
the respective colony and, therefore, had a short life on the local market. Their continuation as 
Charon’s obol seems entirely plausible. This could be an explanation, about their quick withdrawal 
from circulation, perhaps even not long after their minting in the issuing city.

A second observation concerns the discovery of pre‑Roman Mesambrian coins in the space 
of local communities. The 4th century and almost the entire 3rd century BC (possibly even the 
early 2nd century BC) seem to mark a period of economic and commercial prosperity for the local 
communities in Dobrudja or the extreme northeastern Thrace. The movement of goods through 
various forms of trade helped the local population adopt the Greek way of life, and later, the 
specific customs of the Hellenistic world. These economic and commercial relationships evolved 
based on the irreversible changes occurring within local communities, changes directly influenced 
by these interactions, which had a significant impact on local realities. The use of imported Greek 
products became a necessity (constantly stimulated and maintained by the Greeks on the coast) 
among different social categories of the local population. 

However, these relationships were two‑sided: local products were either exchanged through 
barter, in return for luxury Greek goods, or paid for with fixed metal currency. These coins bore 
the symbols, ethnic identifiers, and favoured deities of the respective Greek city on the obverse and 
reverse. Beyond their financial/economic role, coins acted as instruments of propaganda and power 
in local settings. Evidence shows a well‑represented trade network, highlighted by the presence of 
imported Greek items, and the creation of a market receptive to high‑quality goods.

For the period of the 4th century BC onwards, Greek imports can be observed practically in 
all native settlements and necropolises in Dobrudja, particularly in the southwestern part of the 
region. The dominance of coastal and river‑based trade along the Danube, the demand for luxury 

67 Talmaţchi 2006b, p. 72; see in this regard also their perforation.
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goods through imports, and the persistence of continuous commercial activities in and from cities 
towards the local noble elite’s spheres are defining elements for the chronological period analysed 
in Dobrudja. The Danube served as a vital trade artery for both the Getic and Greek communities 
in the region, supporting long‑distance trade far from the place of production.

Although not long ago, it was believed that the most important native tribal structures were 
located in the northern part of Dobrudja, recent discoveries over the past 20 years have revealed 
strong local communities in the southwestern region, evidenced by various finds. Recently, a 
hypothesis was presented in a comprehensive article dedicated to the fortifications at Floriile 
(Alimanu commune, Constanța County), suggesting that the native settlements discovered in the 
southwestern part of Dobrudja may have been dependent on a large tribal centre identified in 
the area68. This is believed to be the largest centre specific to the likely Getic population in the 
Pontic territory, alongside which, over time, Greek elements are thought to have settled for various 
reasons. Tribal residences or political‑administrative centres (such as the complex at Floriile) 
served as places of refuge and safety, primarily for the noble elite. Large tribal centres (as tribal 
settlement centres)69 in Wallachia also “played the role of political, religious, and economic nuclei 
for the surrounding rural settlements”70.

Although the number of coins is relatively small compared to the situation observed on the 
western coast of the Black Sea, they are particularly important in the context of coin discoveries 
in Dobrudja. The distance between the discovery sites and their place of minting is approximately 
170‑180 km in a straight line from Mesambria. What is especially interesting is their discovery 
outside the chorae of the colonies in the western Pontos Euxeinos region, meaning not within the 
secure and consistently used trade circuits along the coastal area. The autonomous period bronze 
coins minted at Mesambria and found in the local environment, outside the nearby chorae, add 
another important page to the history of Greek–native relations, ref lecting stable economic and 
commercial contacts.

It is more difficult to accept the idea that these coins moved merely symbolically, as small 
change in the pockets of Greek travellers into local environments, first in the coastal centres and 
then into the native world. Nevertheless, they form part, even if accidentally, of the monetary mass 
present in those respective economic and commercial environments. Especially since, being made 
of bronze, they did not represent a significant intrinsic value (unlike gold and silver pieces).

2. Hoards

Regarding the burial of the hoards composed of diobols from Apollonia Pontica and Mesambria, 
it has been suggested that these actions took place in the context of the military conflict between 
Philip II and the Scythian king Atheas in 339 BC (see especially the hoards from Constanța, 
General Kantardžievo, and Vratarite)71. Another hypothesis suggests their burial in the context of 
the West Pontic colonies’ revolt against Lysimachus in 313 BC, connected to the intervention of 
Alexander the Great’s general in the area (see especially the hoards from Kladenci and Medovec)72.

68 Irimia 2007, p. 168, 174.
69 Conovici 1986, p. 75.
70 Conovici 1986, p. 79.
71 Petac, Vîlcu 2019, p. 51.
72 Karayotov 1994, p. 27.
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The hoard discovered at Callatis, being associated with a funerary context, was dated to the 
early 3rd century BC73. The dating of this hoard (considering only the Apollonian and Mesambrian 
coins), based on specialised literature, seems to belong to the second half of the 4th century BC. 
If we also consider the presence of Callatian silver coins, we would lean toward the last quarter 
of the same century. Additionally, given the place of discovery, we believe it is possible that the 
hoard came from a funerary feature, which may suggest a delay before all conditions were met for 
the owners to part with these coins in this manner. Therefore, the deposition of all the pieces at the 
beginning of the 3rd century BC cannot be excluded. Lastly, it is important to note that funerary 
deposits with multiple specimens were accumulated over time, with the chronological range varying 
depending on the realities of the respective era and the extent of local monetary circulation.

The hoard discovered at Chirnogeni, although it does not contain silver coins from Apollonia 
Pontica (but it is very likely that they existed and were selected and possibly sold separately), could 
be part of the same horizon of hoards, likely buried either around 339 BC or in 313 BC74.

The discovery of the two hoards from Vratarite (Dobrič district) and Medovec (Varna district, 
in a Thracian settlement), composed of silver coins from Apollonia Pontica and Mesambria, could 
serve as evidence supporting a fiscal union between the two centres based on common economic 
interests (despite historical passages indicating clear hostility between them), with the number of 
coins being oddly split equally in parity75. 

As can be observed, the silver coins from Mesambria are found in association with silver coins 
from Apollonia Pontica and Callatis.

The Apollonian silver issues of the “Medusa or Gorgon” type (drachmas and subdivisions) 
were minted by the local mint starting in the mid‑4th century BC76, and circulated intensely in the 
second half of the 4th century BC77. As for discoveries in the West Pontic colonies of Dobrudja, 
we know of a single specimen found in a cremation grave in 1961 at Tomis, during excavations 
for the dismantling of the old central train station building. In the same grave, as part of the 
funerary inventory, a Histrian coin of the “wheel” type was also found, along with a terracotta 
figurine, a bone tool, an iron strigil, and several ceramic vessels (two small bowls, a kotyle cup, an 
amphora, a jug, and a lid). The grave was dated “possibly to the middle of the 4th century BC”78. 
The discovery of this coin in a grave was seen as an indication of human movement to and from a 
particular geographical direction, although direct relations between the two Greek centres cannot 
be excluded79. Additionally, Histria was proposed as an intermediary for the appearance of this 
coin at Tomis, considering its relationships with the Thracian south80.

At Callatis, the silver coins of the Herakles type “benefit” from a somewhat broad dating. 
About three decades ago, Gheorghe Poenaru Bordea provisionally suggested that the minting  
of the first silver coins of the Herakles type preceded the reign of Alexander the Great81, only 

73 Talmațchi 2017, p. 294.
74 Talmațchi 2023, p. 29.
75 Karayotov 1994, p. 24, 70, 75.
76 Karayotov 1994, p. 23.
77 Poenaru Bordea 1970, p. 136.
78 Bucovală 1967, p. 12‑13, no. 3.
79 Poenaru Bordea 1970, p. 133, 137.
80 Poenaru Bordea 1970, p. 137.
81 Poenaru Bordea 1970, p. 138, n. 24.
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to later refine this to the second half of the 4th century BC82. Subsequently, the same specialist 
proposed that the mint’s activity began sometime between around 330 and the end of the  
4th century BC, possibly continuing until 281 BC83. Constantin Preda considered the start of the 
Callatian mint with the silver Herakles type to be sometime between the mid‑4th century BC and 
the year 313 BC84.

CONCLUSIONS

Compared to what was known 50‑60 years ago about the presence of classical and Hellenistic 
period coinage in the Istro‑Pontic territory, the data is now much richer and more detailed. Some 
coin types have a strong presence (“Corinthian helmet” and “Athena Alkis”), while others are 
more discreet (the Athena/wheel type), or represent a completely new discovery (the “Dionysos/
grape cluster” type).

As can easily be observed, Mesambrian bronze coins had widespread circulation, not only 
within the city’s chora and its internal market. Chronologically, it is possible that some of these 
coins continued to circulate for almost 150 years, even after they were no longer produced85. The 
products of the Mesambrian mint, and likely merchants from this colonial centre, penetrated the 
Istro‑Pontic space, reaching not only the coastal area (especially Callatis and its surroundings) but 
also the power centres of local communities.

The strong Getic component reveals its presence in the area (southwestern Dobrudja) through 
numerous open or fortified settlements discovered. The results of archaeological excavations or 
chance investigations ref lect the transformations that occurred at various stages of the material 
and spiritual culture’s development. The social and economic changes that took place, alongside 
the growing influence of Greek civilization, enabled the local Dobrudjan communities to attract 
high‑quality imported products, as well as to use coins for their primary purpose, depending on 
the situation.

The presence of bronze coin discoveries leaves open the possibility of an initial selective 
monetary circulation or at least a monetary penetration towards and within the local environment, 
facilitated by merchants, who may have accompanied ceramic or other types of goods. We 
emphasize once again that, during the pre‑Roman period, the Danube represented the main 
economic and commercial communication route for the Istro‑Pontic territory, serving both the 
Getic population and the Western colonies. The numerous coin discoveries made, especially in 
southern and southwestern Dobrudja, continue to provide valuable clues regarding the directions 
and nature of their penetration into the local environment. Through the study of Greek coin 
circulation and distribution, the activities of the colonies can be tracked within the broader context 
of what we term a space of maximum reach (beyond the chora), with economic and commercial 
resonance and involvement.

82 Poenaru Bordea 1978, p. 15.
83 Poenaru Bordea 1997, p. 60‑61.
84 Preda 1998, p. 74.
85 Karayotov 2009, p. 37, 117.
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Marmatia – Marmatia. Arheologie – Istorie. Muzeul Județean de Istorie și Arheologie Baia Mare
MBAH – Marburger Beiträge zur Antiken Handels-, Wirtschafts- und Sozial Geschichte. Seminar 

für Alte Geschichte, Universität Marburg
Metalla – Metalla. Deutsches Bergbau-Museum Bochum
MGBAEU – Mitteilungen der Berliner Gesellschaft für Anthropologie, Ethnologie und 

Urgeschichte, Berlin
MSW – Materiały Starożytne i Wczesnośredniowieczne. Państwowe MuzeumArcheologiczne, 

Warszaw
MCA – Materiale și Cercetări Arheologice. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie „Vasile 

Pârvan”, București
MIA – Materialy i issledovanija po arheologii SSSR, Moskva
Montana 2 – V. Velkov, G. Alexandrov, Epigrafski pametnici ot Montana i raiona, Montana, 1994
Mousaios – Mousaios. Buletin Ştiinţific al Muzeului Judeţean Buzău
MSROA – Materiały i Sprawozdania Rzeszowskiego Ośrodka Archeologicznego, Rzeszów
Musaica – Musaica Archeologica. Filozofiká fakulta, Univerzita Komenského v Bratislave
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Nature – Nature. Weekly international journal, Springer Nature, UK
NE – Numizmatika i epigrafika, Moskva
Notae Numismaticae – Notae Numismaticae – Zapiski Numizmatyczne. Muzeum Narodowe w 

Krakowie
Novensia – Novensia. Antiquity of Southeastern Europe Research Centre, University of Warsaw
Numiz. sfragistika epigr. – Numizmatika, sfragistika i epigrafika. Bălgarska Akademija na Naukite, 

Nacionalen arheologičeski institut s muzej, Sofia
Offa – Offa. Berichte und Mitteilungen von Archäologie, Neumünster
OJA – Oxford Journal of Archaeology. School of Archaeology, University of Oxford
Oltenia – Oltenia. Studii şi comunicări, Arheologie-Istorie. Muzeul Olteniei, Craiova
Osječki zbornik – Osječki zbornik. Muzej Slavonije Osjiek
Palamedes – Palamedes. A Journal of Ancient History. University of Warsaw
Paléo – Paléo. Revue d’Archéologie Préhistorique, Les Eyzies, France
PaleoAnthropology – PaleoAnthropology. Official Publication of the Paleoanthropology Society 

and the European Society for the Study of Human Evolution, University of Tübingen
PAS – Prähistorische Archäologie in Südosteuropa. Institut für Prähistorische Archäologie, Berlin
Patrimonium Apulense – Patrimonium Apulense. Direcția Județeană pentru Cultură Alba,  

Alba Iulia
PBF – Prähistorische Bronzefunde. Akademie der Wissenschaften und der Literatur, Mainz, 

Seminar für Vor- und Frühgeschichte der Goethe-Universität Frankfurt a. M., Abteilung für 
Ur- und Frühgeschichtliche Archäologie des Historischen Seminars der Westfälischen 
Wilhelms-Universität, Münster

Peuce – Peuce. Studii și note de istorie veche și arheologie. Muzeul Delta Dunării / Institutul de 
Cercetări Eco-Muzeale, Tulcea

Peuce S.N. – Peuce, serie nouă. Studii şi cercetări de istorie şi arheologie. Institutul de Cercetări 
Eco-Muzeale „Gavrilă Simion”, Tulcea

Phoenix – Phoenix. Journal of the Classical Association of Canada, Toronto
Pliska – Preslav – Pliska – Preslav. Nacionalen arheologičeski institut s muzej, Bălgarskata 

Akademija na Naukite, Sofia
Plural – Plural. History, Culture, Society. Journal of the History and Geography Department, “Ion 

Creangă” Pedagogical State University, Chișinău
PNAS – Proceedings of the National Academy of Science of the United States of America
Pontica – Pontica. Muzeul de Istorie Naţională şi Arheologie, Constanţa
PPS – Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society, Cambridge University Press
Preslav – Preslav. Arheologičeski institut s muzej pri Bălgarskata Akademija na Naukite – filial 

Šumen, Sofia
Przegląd Archeologiczny – Przegląd Archeologiczny. Instytut Archeologii i Etnologii Polskiej 

Akademii Nauk, Warszawa
PSI – Papiri della Società Italiana, Firenze
PZ – Praehistorische Zeitschrift. Institut für Prähistorische Archäologie, Berlin
Quartärpaläontologie – Quartärpaläontologie. Abhandlungen und Berichte des Instituts für 

Quartärpaläontologie, Weimar
Quaternaire – Quaternaire. Revue de l’Association Française pour l’étude du Quaternaire
Quaternary International – Quaternary International. International Union for Quaternary Research, 

Elsevier
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Quaternary Science Reviews – Quaternary Science Reviews. International Journal of Earth, 
Climate and Life Interactions, Elsevier

Radiocarbon – Radiocarbon. An International Journal of Cosmogenic Isotope Research, Cambridge 
University Press

RCAN – Revista de cercetări arheologice și numismatice. Muzeul Municipiului București
RE – Realencyclopädie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft, Stuttgart, 1893-
REA – Revue des Études Anciennes. Maison de l’Archéologie, Université Bordeaux Montaigne, 

Pessac
RecMusAlcoi – Recercues de Museu d’Alcoi. Museu Arqueòlogic Municipal d’Alcoi
REG – Revue des Études Grecques. L’associations pour l’Encouragement des Études grecques en 

France, Paris
Revista Arheologică – Revista Arheologică. Academia de Științe a Moldovei, Institutul 

Patrimoniului Cultural, Chișinău
RevBistr – Revista Bistriței. Complexul Muzeal Bistriţa-Năsăud, Bistriţa
RMM-MIA – Revista muzeelor şi monumentelor – Monumente istorice şi de artă, Bucureşti
RMV – Rad Мuzеја Vojvodine, Novi Sad
RossArh – Rossijskaja Arheologija. Rossijskoj Akademii Nauk, Institut arheologii, Moskva
SA – Sovetskaja Arheologija. Akademija Nauk SSSR, Institut arheologii, Moskva
SAA – Studia Antiqua et Archaeologica. Universitatea „Alexandru Ioan Cuza”, Iaşi
Saalburg Jahrbuch – Saalburg Jahrbuch. Bericht des Saalburg Museums, Bad Homburg
Sargetia – Sargetia. Acta Musei Devensis. Muzeul Civilizației Dacice şi Romane, Deva
SCIV(A) – Studii şi Cercetări de Istorie Veche (şi Arheologie). Academia Română, Institutul de 

Arheologie „Vasile Pârvan”, Bucureşti
Science – Science. American Association for the Advancement of Science, Washington
SEG – Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Leiden 1923-1971, Amsterdam 1979-
SGLI – V. Beševliev, Spätgriechische und spätlateinische Inschriften aus Bulgarien, Berlin, 1964
SlovArch – Slovenská Archeológia. Archeologický ústav SAV, Nitra
SMMIM – Studii și Materiale de Muzeografie și Istorie Militară. Muzeul Militar Central, București
SNG Blackburn Museum – K.F. Sugden, Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, vol. VIII. The Hart 

Collection Blackburn Museum, Oxford, 1989
SNG Sweden II – Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. Sweden II. The Collection of The Royal Coin 

Cabinet National Museum of Monetary History Stockholm, Part 2. Thrace – Euboia, 
Stockholm, 1980

Social Research – Social Research. An International Quarterly. The New School for Social 
Research, New York

SP – Studii de Preistorie. Asociația Română de Arheologie, Bucureşti
Specimina Nova – Specimina Nova. Dissertationes ex Instituto Historico Universitatis 

Quinqueecclesiensis de Ianno Pannonio nominatae, Pécs
SprawArchKraków – Sprawozdania Archeologiczne, Kraków
SprawArchWarsaw – Sprawozdania Archeologiczne. Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of 

the Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw
Starinar – Starinar. Naučni časopis Arheološkog instituta u Beogradu, Beograd
StCl – Studii Clasice. Societatea de Studii Clasice din România, Bucureşti
StComSfGheorghe – Studii și Comunicări. Muzeul Sfântu Gheorghe
StComSatuMare – Satu Mare. Studii şi Comunicări. Muzeul Judeţean Satu Mare, Satu Mare
StComSibiu – Studii şi Comunicǎri. Muzeul Brukenthal, Sibiu
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Strabon – Strabon. Bulletin d’information historique, Iași
Stratum plus – Stratum plus. Arheologija i kulturnaja antropologija. Vysšaja Antropologičeskaja 

Škola, St. Peterburg-Chișinău-Odessa-București
Studi di Antichità – Studi di Antichità. Rivista del Dipartimento di Beni Culturali dell’Università 

di Salento
Studia Academica Šumenensia – Studia Academica Šumenensia. History and Archaeology of the 

Balkans and South Eastern Europe. „Episkop Konstantin Preslavski” University of Šumen
Studia Balcanica – Studia Balcanica. Institut za balkanistika s centăr po trakologija. Bălgarska 

Akademija na Naukite
Studia Europaea Gnesnesia – Studia Europaea Gnesnesia. Uniwersytet im. Adama Mickiewicza w 

Poznaniu
Studia Hercynia – Studia Hercynia. Ústav pro klasickou archeologii, Filozofická fakulta Univerzity 

Karlovy, Praha
Studii – Studii. Revistă de istorie, București
Studii și Cercetări de Istorie – Studii și Cercetări de Istorie. Institutul de Istorie „George Barițiu”, 

Cluj
Studii și Cercetări Științifice Iași – Studii și Cercetări Științifice. Filiala Iași, Academia R.P.R.
SUCSH – Studia Universitatis Cibiniensis Series Historica. Universitatea „Lucian Blaga”, Sibiu
Śląskie Sprawozdania Archeologiczne – Śląskie Sprawozdania Archeologiczne. Universytet 

Wrocławski, Instytut Arheologii
SympThrac – Symposia Thracologica
Székelyföld – Székelyföld. Kulturális folyöirat
Terra Sebus – Terra Sebus. Acta Musei Sabesiensis. Muzeul Municipal „Ioan Raica”,Sebeș
TGIM – Trudy Gosudarstvennogo Istoričeskogo Muzeja, Moskva
Thraco-Dacica – Thraco-Dacica. Academia Română, Institutul de Arheologie „Vasile Pârvan”, 

Bucureşti
Tisicum – Tisicum. A Jász-Nagykun-Szolnok Megyei Múzeumok Évkönyvei, Szolnok
Transilvania – Transilvania. Complexul Muzeal Național Astra, Sibiu
Trav.Inst.Spéol. – Travaux de l’Institut de spéologie « Émile Racovitza », București
Tyragetia – Tyragetia. Anuarul Muzeului Naţional de Istorie a Moldovei, Chişinău
UPA – Universitätsforschungen zur prähistorischen Archäologie, Bonn
VAMZ – Vjesnik Arheološkog muzeja u Zagrebu, Zagreb
Vekove – Vekove. Bălgarsko istoričesko družestvo, Sofia
Východoslovenský Pravek – Východoslovenský Pravek. Archeologický ústav SAV, Nitra
WA – Wiadomości Archeologiczne, Warszawa
Wosinsky Mór Múzeum évkönyve – A Wosynski Mór Múzeum évkönyve, Szeksárd
Zeitschrift für Tierzüchtung und Züchtungsbiologie – Zeitschrift für Tierzüchtung und 

Züchtungsbiologie = Journal of animal breeding and genetics, Berlin – Hamburg
Zephyrus – Zephyrus. Revista de Preistoria i Arqueología. Universidad de Salamanca
Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu Rzeszowskiego – Zeszyty Naukowe Uniwersytetu Rzeszowskiego, 

Seria Socjologiczno-Historyczna, Rzeszów
ZfA – Zeitschrift für Archäologie, Berlin
ZfE – Zeitschrift für Ethnologie. German Association for Social and Cultural Anthropology, Berlin 

Society for Anthropology, Ethnology and Prehistory, Berlin
Ziridava – Ziridava. Studia Archaeologica. Complexul Muzeal Arad
ZPE – Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Bonn




