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GHEORGHE I. CANTACUZINO
(1937-2019)

Romanian archaeology recently lost the most prominent
researcher of the Middle Ages of the Southern Carpathians:
Gheorghe 1. Cantacuzino died on July 26, 2019, in Craiova,
following a tragic road accident.

Known within his inner circle as Tamino or “the Prince”,
Gheorghe I. Cantacuzino was born in 1937, in Bucharest, the
son of lon Filotti Cantacuzino (doctor and filmmaker) and
Elena Warthiad.

He graduated from Nicolae Balcescu High School in
Bucharest — nowadays Sfantul Sava, class of 1954, then, from
1954 to 1959 he attended the courses of the Faculty of History
of the University of Bucharest, where he counted loan Nestor
among his teachers and specialized in Ancient World History
and Archaeology. He achieved the highest academic degree
in 1977, when the “Vasile Parvan” Institute of Archaeology
in Bucharest granted him the title of doctor in history in the
field of medieval archaeology. His PhD thesis served as the
foundation for his later magnum opus — Cetatile medievale
din Tara Romdneasca in secolele XIII-XVI [The Medieval
Fortresses of Wallachia from the 13" to the 16" century], a
tome repeatedly republished and constantly improved.

After receiving his university degree, Gheorghe Cantacuzino worked for some time as a curator,
first at the Tulcea County Museum (1959-1961), then at the “Prof. Dr. Nicolae Minovici” Popular Art
Museum (1962-1963). Later on, he was once again a curator, that time for the National History Museum of
Romania (1978-1990).

His career in the field of historical monuments started in 1963, when he began working as an
archaeologist for the Directorate of Historical Monuments (Directia Monumentelor Istorice — DMI) in
Bucharest. He remained there until the 1977 (1978) disestablishment of the directorate. Next, he worked
in the field of archaeology for the National History Museum of Romania until 1990, when he returned to
his recently re-established former place of work, this time as a consultant and inspector for the Directorate
of Monuments, Buildings and Historical Sites (Directia Monumentelor, Ansamblurilor si Siturilor Istorice —
DMASI) in Bucharest. He retained this position until 1994, when the directorate was once again disestablished.
Together with some of his directorate co-workers, he was transferred in the same year to the Ministry of
Culture, where he lingered as acting monument adviser. In 1996, he left this bureaucratic position to become
once again a researcher. From then and until his retirement, he worked as an archaeologist and senior scientific
researcher for the “Vasile Parvan” Institute of Archaeology in Bucharest.

His archaeological and research work has been interlaced with his activity in the History Commission
of the Romanian Academy for the Cities of Romania (Comisia de Istorie a Oraselor din Romdnia a Academiei
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410 Gheorghe 1. Cantacuzino 2

Romdne), in which he was acting vice-president since 1992. Another key side of his career touched the
field of inventorying and protecting historical monuments. He was one of the — now forgotten — authors
of the 1991-1992 Inventory of historical monuments, the foundation of the present-day lists of Romania’s
historical monuments, and, simultaneously, part of the National Commission for Monuments, Buildings and
Historical Sites (Comisia Nationala a Monumentelor, Ansamblurilor si Siturilor Istorice — CNMASI), record
keeping section.

Yet, first and foremost, Gheorghe I. Cantacuzino has been an archaeologist. He took part in archaeological
researches at over 40 archaeological sites and medieval monuments. Furthermore, most of the results of his
excavations have actually been published — a rare occurrence among archaeologists.

His faultless professional formation has been reinforced and sustained by a native inclination for
research work, no matter if this took part on site, in the archives or in the library. He was especially eager to
study the medieval Romanian civilization that rose south of the Carpathian Mountains from the 13" to the 16
century and he tackled the topic in a period when the state of research in this field was at its very beginning. He
was the archaeologist who researched the largest number of major monuments in Wallachia: the ensemble of
the former Marcuga Monastery (1965, results published 1993), both of them in Bucharest, Bradet Hermitage
(1966, results published 1970) and Poenari Fortress, both in Arges County (1968-1970), the former Vodifa
Monastery in Mehedinti County (1970, results published 1971), Tismana Monastery in Gorj County (1970,
1972, 1975, results published 1996), Enisala Fortress (1976, results published 1980), Turnu Fortress in Turnu
Magurele, Teleorman County (1978-1979, 1981, results published 2004), Polovragi Hermitage (1971-1973,
results published 1994), Valea Mdanastirii, on the Motru (results published 1993), Govora Monastery
(1984-1985, results published 1992) and so forth.

In Targoviste, he investigated the court church of Sf. Vineri (1966-1968), the Stelea ensemble with
the central zone (1970-1973, 1980-1983) and the Princely Court (1976, 1986). From the investigated noble
residences, we mention the Rosetti-Bals manor house in Pribesti (1993, results published 1993) and the feudal
court in Coiani, now Mironesti (1988, results published 1990).

Nevertheless, the site on which he has been focused for almost three decades is Campulung Muscel,
where, ever since 1975, he had the opportunity to excavate the crucial areas of the medieval settlement
(1975-1977, 1981, 1982, 1984, 2000-2005).

As an archaeologist in the service of the Directorate for Historical Monuments he had the chance to
operate all over Romania, everywhere where the restoration works called for his services. He coordinated or
partook in archaeological investigations in Moldavia, where there were excavations being carried out at the
ruins of the old church of Humor Monastery, in Suceava County (1965-1967, results published 1969), at Putna
Monastery, also in Suceava County (1971-1973), at the church founded by Stephen the Great in Razboieni,
Neamt County (1974), at Probota (results published 1997) and Pangarati (results published 1997). In Banat,
he exerted himself at Saraca Monastery in Semlacu Mic, Timis County (1973). While few in number, his
Transylvanian investigations — the churches of St. George in Sanpetru (1975, results published 1977) and
of St. Nicholas in Legnic (1984), both in Hunedoara County, and the Fortress of Fagaras (results published
1997) — stand as landmarks in recovering the history of the region.

Among his published works, the key place is obviously occupied by his book on medieval fortifications,
built upon his PhD thesis, which remains to this day the primary synthesis work regarding the (in)castellation
of Wallachia. This work, measuring up to high scientific standards, written based on an in-depth knowledge
of the sites, both through direct interaction and through thorough historical investigation, is still the only
one able to offer an outline for this so difficult to define age. It is also worth mentioning here another of his
studies on fortresses, namely the one dedicated in 1971 to the elements reminiscent of the Byzantine-Balkan
style found in Walachia’s medieval fortresses — Elemente de caracter bizantino-balcanic in fortificatiile
medievale din Tara Romdneascd.

His long-lasting research in Campulung resulted in a plethora of publications, to be later reassembled
in his book on the beginnings of the town of Campulung and of its Princely Court and on the resulting
urban culture — Inceputurile orasului Campulung si Curtea Domneascd. Aspecte ale civilizatiei urbane la
Campulung — published in 2011 by the Romanian Academy. Focused on the results of the archaeological
excavations undertaken in the area of the Princely Court, the book is one of the few specialty monographs
hearkened on the archaeologically overlooked territories south of the Carpathian Mountains.
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He also published several significant studies about the other old capital residence of Wallachia: Date
arheologice asupra unor vestigii medievale din zona centrala a orasului Tdrgoviste (zona ansamblului
Stelea) | General data on some medieval vestiges from the central area of the city of Targoviste (the area
of the Stelea ensemble)] in 1984 focused on the archaeology of the medieval vestiges, Tdrgoviste — Ville et
résidence princiere in 1997 offered an overview, and later still, in 1999, in Puncte de vedere privind evolutia
Curtii domnegsti din Targoviste in secolele XIV-XVI, he wrestled with the subject of the development of the
Princely Court in Targoviste during the 14™-16'" centuries. Point of fact, on this site Gheorghe Cantacuzino
has been active up to the end of his days as acting scientific advisor for the archaeological team that continued
the excavation of the Princely Court.

He had an interest in material culture as well and he published in this field of research several significant
studies such as the one dedicated in 1979 to the medieval pottery uncovered at Vodita — Ceramica medievala
descoperitd la Vodita prin sapaturile din anul 1970 — and the ones published in 1998 about the problems of
craft research — Probleme ale cercetarii mestesugurilor in orasele medievale din Tara Romdneasca [ Problems
of craft research in the medieval towns from Wallachia] — and about the facets of medieval urban culture —
Unele aspecte ale culturii urbane medievale la Campulung (Muscel) [Aspects of urban medieval culture at
Campulung (Muscel)].

At the time, he was the greatest researcher of the urban phenomenon, focusing especially on singling out
the beginnings of Wallachia’s urbanization. Apart from case studies, such as the ones dedicated to medieval
vestiges in 2001 — Certains problemes concernant les vestiges médiévaux de Drobeta-Turnu Severin — or
to monetary discoveries in 2002 — Descoperiri monetare la Curtea Domneasca din Tdrgoviste [Monetary
discoveries at the Princely Court from Targoviste] it is worth mentioning here some of his synthesis works on
the subject. We can easily point out in this regard the works focused on the development of the medieval urban
centres of Wallachia — Aspecte ale cercetarii evolutiei unor centre urbane medievale din Tara Romdneasca
(2001), on the historical and archaeological landscape of the medieval city — Imaginea unor orase medievale
din Tara Romdneasca reflectata in izvoare literare si rezultatd din cercetari arheologice [ The image of some
medieval towns in Wallachia reflected in literary sources and resulted from archaeological research] (2002),
the bilingual Archdologische Belege fiir die mittelalterlichen Stddte verschiedener Gebiete. Walachei / Repere
arheologice privind orasele medievale din diferite zone. Tara Romdneasca (2005), as well as his works on
the archaeological research of the urban civilization of Wallachia — Cercetarea arheologica a civilizatiei
urbane din Tara Romdneasca si perspectivele sale (2006) and of its churches — Les églises dans les villes de
la Valachie (XIlle — XVle siéecles) (2009).

kskok

As can be easily perceived, Gheorghe Cantacuzino undertook numerous archaeological excavations,
published almost all of the results and shaped synthesis works that can only remain landmarks of the national
historiography. As mentioned above, he was especially interested in the history of the lands south of the
Carpathian Mountains, and, in this field of expertise, he made major improvements, in a complex, almost
unique manner. Not only did he excavate some of the most important medieval centres of the age — political,
ecclesiastical or private as may be, but he also had the inner strength to focus on systematizing the results
and to publish pertinent synthesis works.

He was one of the very few archaeologists willing to work on restoration sites, facing all the shortcomings
of this specialization that has never been actually acknowledged as such. Dependant on the work plans of
others — be them engineers, architects or constructors — he was called on site when they needed him and,
once there, he often had only minutes to study the archaeological features. Indeed, he hardly ever had the
opportunity to follow his own work plan. This makes it even more remarkable that, working under these
constraints, he had the strength of character to discern and record the data that was scientifically significant,
despite the often utterly unfavourable odds.

skskok
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I have been introduced to Tamino Cantacuzino in 1990, when the Directorate of Historical Monuments
was being re-established, at a time when, young or old, novices or masters, we were all flying high on hope,
some higher than others. Gheorghe Cantacuzino, as well as Ghighi and Anisoara Sion, Sanda Ignat and
Marina Iliescu were simply returning home, coming back or hoping to come back to a place that they well
knew and that should had acted as a lifeline between the work of the bygone Commission for Historical
Monuments, the achievements of the Directorate of Historical Monuments, disestablished in 1977, and the
undone deeds of the last years of communism. Most of us, a lot younger than them, had heard stories about
what the directorate could mean and we were overwhelmed by enthusiasm. And yet, as recent graduates in
history and philosophy, at the end of years of study in institutions where the word heritage had never been
used in this manner, or graduates in art history — which may have ensured a somewhat better preparation for
the task at hand — we didn’t actually knew what we were supposed to do.

We have learned our basics from Gheorghe Cantacuzino, by force of example, at a time when we were
awestruck by the sight of an electrical typewriter delivered to us due to foreign aid. There were no internet
and no cell phones. The only way to gather the needed information was to get it from your seniors, to dig for
it in the library or hunt for it in one archive or another. Gheorghe Cantacuzino taught us the basics of keeping
the monument records, of filing and inventorying the land, of protecting the objectives — in fact, the basics
of everything that we were hoping our young establishment would be. An establishment that would soon be
disestablished and has remained so.

His role in this matter can hardly be perceived from his writings, yet for many of us Gheorghe
Cantacuzino has been that model researcher, focused on heritage, passionate for monuments and always
willing to do something more to ensure their survival.

His work, in its entirety, remains — for us and for future generations — a multifaceted archetype. An
ardent researcher, endowed with the needed endurance to follow his own ideals and objective despite the
circumstances — more often than not unfavourable to archaecological progress — Gheorghe I. Cantacuzino has
been, undeniably, one of the last living titans of Romania’s medieval archaeology.

Daniela Marcu Istrate”
photo taken by Aurica Stroe
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SympThrac — Symposia Thracologica

SzO V — L. Szadeczky Kardoss (ed.), Székely Oklevéltar V, Kolozsvar, 1896

Talanta — Talanta. Proceedings of the Dutch Archaeological and Historical Society, Amsterdam

Thraco-Dacica — Thraco-Dacica. Academia Romana, Institutul de Arheologie ,,Vasile Parvan”, Bucuresti

TIR — Tabula Imperii Romani

TUBA-AR - Tiirkiye Bilimler Akademisi Arkeoloji Dergisi, Ankara

Tyragetia — Tyragetia. Anuarul Muzeului National de Istorie a Moldovei, Chisinau

Ub. II - F. Zimmermann, C. Werner, G. Miiller (hrsg.), Urkundenbuch zur Geschichte der Deutschen in
Siebenbiirgen II, Hermannstadt, 1897

Ub. IV — G. Giindisch, F. Zimmermann (hrsg.), Urkundenbuch zur Geschichte der Deutschen in Siebenbiirgen
1V, Hermannstadt, 1937

Ub. V —G. Giindisch, F. Zimmermann (hrsg.), Urkundenbuch zur Geschichte der Deutschen in Siebenbiirgen
V, Bucuresti, 1975

UF — Ugarit Forschungen. Internationales Jahrbuch fiir die Altertumskunde Syrien-Paldstinas. Institut fiir
Altorientalistik und die Vorderasiatische Archéologie, Miinster

UPA — Universititsforschungen zur prahistorischen Archédologie, Bonn

VAHD - Vjesnik za arheologiju i historiju dalmatinsku. Arheoloski muzej Split

Valachica — Valachica. Studii si cercetari de istorie si istoria culturii. Complexul National Muzeal Curtea
Domneasca, Targoviste

VAMZ — Vjesnik Arheoloskog muzeja u Zagrebu, Zagreb

VDI — Vestnik Drevnej Istorii. Otdelenie istoriko-filologic¢eskih nauk Rossijskoj Akademii Nauk, Moskva

VHAD - Vjesnik Hrvatskoga arheoloskoga drustva, Zagreb

Vizantijskij vremennik — Vizantijskij vremennik. Rossijskoj Akademii Nauk, Moskva

WPZ — Wiener prahistorische Zeitschrift. Wiener Préhistorische Gesellschaft, Wien

ZA — Ziva Antika / Antiquité Vivante. Dru$tvo za anti¢ki studii na SRM, Seminar na klasi¢na filologija,
Filozofski fakultet, Skopje

Ziridava — Ziridava. Studia Archaeologica. Complexul Muzeal Arad

ZPE — Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Bonn



