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I N  M E M O R I A M

PETRE ROMAN 
(JUNE 29TH 1935 - JULY 25TH 2019)

                       Romanian and Central and South-Eastern 
European archaeology has lost one of its most 
prestigious personalities when Professor Petre 
Roman passed away.

His name is strongly connected with 
important and fruitful archaeological research, of 
recognising the stages in the evolution of some 
cultural manifestations, of defining some major 
sequences of the Lower Danube Prehistory. 

Being a gifted scholar and working with 
abnegation, minuteness and competence, not rarely 
sacrifi cing his health and time that could have been 
spent with his family, he “read” with the eye of a 
connoisseur from the big book of the earth secrets. 

During his prestigious career, he attended 
different archaeological investigations in all 
Romanian historical provinces. He did not forget 

either where he had started from – Vâlcea – or Bucharest, which became his home. He didn’t hesitate, 
during hard times, to work as a gymnasium and highschool teacher. In turn, when other teachers enjoyed 
their holidays, Petre Roman used to maNe fi eld investigations.

Once reaching his goal, of working in an institution specialized in archaeology, he dedicated his 
entire strength and energy to the research, thus, his name becoming better and better known in the Romanian 
archaeology, but also in the foreign one. His European recognition came together with the invitation and his 
participation to different scientifi c meetings and especially after he was admitted to the selective club of the 
“Alexander von Humboldt” alumni from Germany.

Further on, his professional career faced new encouters. He obtained the title of doctor in archaeology, 
he gradually advanced from junior researcher to senior researcher, he was the Vice-President of the National 
Commission of Archaeology between 1991 and 1999, and acceeded in the university system. 

Not long before December 1989, he moved from the Institute of Archaeology to the Institute of 
Thracology, whose Director subsequently became (1990-2003). By his efforts, the Institute of Thracology 
obtained a juridical personality, thus fi nding its place among the research institutions of the Ministry 
of Education (1988-2003). 

The personnel scheme of the institute has continously grown, by opening branches in Cluj-Napoca, 
Iaşi, Timişoara, Sibiu, Constanţa, Craiova and Chişinău (the Republic of Moldova). This institution had 
been conceived as an inter- and multidisciplinary one, with sectors dedicated to archaeology and history, 
anthropology and archaeozoology, linguistics, ethnology and musicology.

The specialists of the institute did not investigate the Thracian heritage just on the territory of Romania. 
With the help of some of the authorities, in cooperation with different museums, such as those from Brăila, 
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Satu Mare, Constanţa and Mangalia, as a result of the collaboration protocoles established with universities 
from the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine, some research programs had been undertaken. These included, 
also, the archaeological investigations carried out in the respective countries. The collaboration of the Institute 
of Thracology was not limited to the mentioned countries; on the contrary, it was extended to other interested 
institutions from Bulgaria, Russia, Yugoslavia/Serbia, Greece, Albania, Turkey, Hungary, Austria, Germany, 
Italy, France, Great Britain, Turkmenistan.

Professor Petre Roman succeded in the continuation of the Thraco-Dacica journal. Aware of the 
necessity of valorifying the results of the field research, or those from the repositories or collections, connected 
with the documentation from the archives, he founded new publication series by himself, or associated with 
different partners. These were: Bibliotheca Thracologica, Symposia Thracologica, Bulletin de Thracologie, 
Studia Danubiana, Musicalia Danubiana, Cercetări Arheologice vn Aria Nord�7racă, Istorie úi tradiţie vn 
spaţiul romknesc, in which, in time, have been published the contributions of the Romanian specialists, but 
also of those from Europe, Asia or from the United States of America.

These volumes enabled the initiation of an intense exchange of books with worlwide institutions. This 
is how, at the beginning with difficulties, afterwards more easily, the publications collection of the library  
of the Institute of Thracology has been created. 

In an excelent and mutually useful collaboration with universities and museums, such as those from 
Satu Mare, Carei, Reşiţa, Caransebeş, Drobeta-Turnu Severin, Piatra Neamţ, Brăila, Constanţa, Mangalia, 
Călăraşi, Sibiu, Alba Iulia, Cluj-Napoca, the institute organi]ed local, national and international scientific 
meetings, the most important being the 6th International Congress of Thracology that took place in 1996. 

With the urge and efforts of Petre Roman, the institute, together with Romanian and foreign partners, 
established international bodies, conceived as generators and stimulators of transnational programs and 
projects, being mainly focused upon the research on the Thracians. 

As a result of its performance, the institute, through Professor Petre Roman and other colleagues, 
had started to activate in the university system (in Constanţa, Cluj-Napoca, Alba Iulia, Galaţi, Târgovişte, 
Cahul – the Republic of Moldova). Even more, the institute became an institution that organized doctoral 
studies. PhD coordinators were, beside Dumitru Berciu and Petre Roman, Sebastian Morintz and Gheorghe 
Popilian. Many of the colleagues, over 35, who presently work at universities, research institutes or 
museums, were PhD candidates of professor Petre Roman. Some of them, with the support of Petre Roman, 
became stipendiates (of the “Alexander von Humboldt” Foundation, DAAD, DÖAD or of the Accademia 
di Roma, of the academies, universities or research institutes from Bulgaria, Albania, Hungary, Ukraine, 
Republic of Moldova). 

After the “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology merged with the Romanian Institute of Thracology 
professor Roman retired, but not abandon the scientific activity. On the contrary, he continued his worN in the 
specialized laboratories and repositories. Thus, he published the results of the archaeological investigations 
carried out in the region of the Iron Gates, as well as those undertaken on the territory of Bucharest and  
its surroundings.

His colleagues, collaborators, disciples, as well as those who Nnow or appreciate the scientific activity 
of professor Petre Roman, will never forget his strong personality, his efforts dedicated to archaeology and to 
the consolidation of institutional instruments for placing this science in Romania on a modern, natural path, 
in accordance with what was happening in the entire world.

Cristian Schuster*

* “Vasile Pârvan” Institute of Archaeology, Bucharest; e-mail: cristianschuster@yahoo.com.



3 In memoriam 405

PUBLISHED WORKS

Books

- Cultura CoаoIeni, Editura Academiei R.S.R., Bucure܈ti, 1976 (for this booN he was awarded the Pri]e of the 
Romanian Academy).

- 7he /ate Copper Age CoаoIeni Culture oI South ± East Europe, BARSuppSer 32, Oxford, 1977.
- Cultura Baden vn Romknia, Editura Academiei R.S.R., Bucure܈ti, 1978 (in collaboration with Ioan Németi).
- Beiträge zur Problematik der schnurverzierten Keramik Südosteuropa, Philipp von Zabern Verlag, Mainz, 1992 

(in collaboration with Ann Dodd-Opri܊escu and Pil -inos) (for this booN he was awarded the Pri]e of the Romanian 
Academy).

- 2strovul CorEului. Istoricul cercetărilor. Săpături Юi stratigra¿e � 2strovul CorEului. Forschungsgeschichte. 
AusgraEungen und Stratigraphie� Program de cercetare asupra pre� Юi protoistoriei 'unării de Jos, vol. I/1a,  
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1996; II – 'ie Kulturen der Bronzezeit in dem GeEiet des Eisernen 7ores. KolloTuium in 'roEeta�7urnu Severin. ��.���. 
NovemEer ����, Bukarest, 1998; III – /e 'jerdap�/es Portes de )er j la deu[ieme moitie du premier millenaire av.  
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p. 445-465.
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in Actes du 9IIe Congrqs International des Sciences PrphistoriTues et ProtohistoriTues, Praha, 1966, p. 468-471.
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p. 57-78.
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68, Halle/Saale, 1974, p. 157-174.
'er Beginn )r�hEronzezeit in Rumlnien, ActaArchCarp 15, 1975, p. 145-158.
Complexul Orlea-Sadovec, SCIVA 27, 1976, 2, p. 147-169.
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Arad, Ziridava 6, 1976, p. 31-40.
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TIR – 7aEula Imperii Romani
ThBA-AR – Türkiye Bilimler Akademisi Arkeoloji Dergisi, Ankara
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WPZ – Wiener prlhistorische  Zeitschrift. Wiener Prlhistorische Gesellschaft, Wien
äA – äiva AntiNa / Antiquité Vivante. Druãtvo ]a antiþNi studii na SRM, Seminar na Nlasiþna filologija, 

Filo]ofsNi faNultet, SNopje
Ziridava – Ziridava. Studia Archaeologica. Complexul Muzeal Arad
ZPE – Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Bonn


